
Issue 76
December 2020

THE RELENTLESS FIGHT 
AGAINST CORRUPTION

CROWN PRINCE MOHAMMAD BIN SALMAN
THE RELENTLESS FIGHT 
AGAINST CORRUPTION

CROWN PRINCE MOHAMMAD BIN SALMAN



1
The Diplomat 76
December 2020

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has taken a global leadership role in combating 
the COVID-19 pandemic with a pledge to work closely with the world’s 
leading economies to mitigate the effects of global lockdowns and a worsening 

economic situation. The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman Bin 
Abdulaziz, and Crown Prince Mohammad Bin Salman have lent exceptional support 
to combat the pandemic locally, regionally, and globally. 

Since assuming the G20 Presidency, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has unveiled 
a six-point business plan to bolster the global economy in light of the recession 
instigated by the COVID-19 pandemic. Yousef Al-Benyan, the chairman of the B20 
business group within the G20, expressed to an eager audience in a webinar in Riyadh 
recently that the response to the pandemic, including the injection of $5 trillion into 
the global economy, had been “reassuring.”

The Kingdom has also welcomed the global call to fund universally available and 
affordable COVID-19 vaccinations, treatments, and diagnostics. Saudi Arabia has 
pledged $500 million to support global efforts to combat the pandemic. The contributions 
include $150 million to the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness and Innovation (CEPI), 
$150 million to the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunizations (Gavi), and $200 
million to other international and regional health organizations and programs.

During a G20 Finance Ministers meeting in March, Mohammad Al-Jadaan, the 
Saudi Minister of Finance, stressed the need to intensify the G20’s joint efforts and 
take firm decisions to provide support to people and businesses, maintain the stability 
of the global economy, restore public confidence, and prevent deep economic impact 
in the long term.

The Saudi presidency of G20 has been applauded for its role in suspending the 
77 poorest countries’ debt payments, an initiative commended by David Malpass, 
president of the World Bank Group, and Kristalina Georgieva, director of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF).

 “This is a powerful, fast-acting initiative that will do much to safeguard the 
lives and livelihoods of millions of the most vulnerable people,” said Malpass and 
Georgieva in a joint statement. The world leaders do realize that no country will be 
able to exit this international health crisis alone. The Kingdom has been busy calling 
leaders worldwide and rallying for global coordination in managing the virus outbreak.

On the regional level, Saudi Arabia has been extending all essential support to its 
allies. Besides its pledge of $500 million to the UN relief efforts in Yemen this year, the 
Kingdom has announced a $25 million fund to combat the COVID-19 pandemic in that 
war-torn country. This is in addition to the financial support provided to Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to combat the coronavirus. On the domestic front, 
the Saudi government has announced a support package targeting the private sector, 
totaling $61 billion. 

To this end, it is notable to state that the Kingdom began taking precautionary 
measures prior to any confirmed cases. This followed from the mathematical modeling 
which emphasized the importance of early interventions to combat the spread of the 
pandemic. The Kingdom, which usually draws more than 2.5 million Muslims from 
around the world for the Hajj every year, restricted this year to a few thousand pilgrims 
from within the Kingdom due to the pandemic. All Muslims from outside Saudi Arabia 
were barred from attending the pilgrimage.

In mid-December, the Kingdom officially launched its targeted vaccination 
campaign, which has begun by administering vaccine doses by prioritizing recipients 
into three distinct risk categories. Since the inception of the program, nearly a million 
residents have already signed up to take the vaccine, which will be available free of 
charge to everyone living in the Kingdom, including residency violators. This eager, 
almost instantaneous initiative taken by the Kingdom to vaccinate its populace puts 
it amongst the first few countries in the world to begin a COVID-19 vaccination 
program, proving once again the dedication and commitment the Kingdom is always 
willing to provide to ensure the health and wellbeing of its residents, regardless of 
age, class or ethnicity.
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A ceasefire proposed by the 
Saudi-led coalition fighting 
Iran- backed Houthi rebels 
in Yemen went into effect 
on April 9 as the Kingdom 
pledged $500 million to 
UN relief efforts in Yemen 
this year.

Ambassador Bury pointed 
out that Poland is the leading 
economy of the whole Central 
European region, which ranked 
the 21st of the largest world 
economies according to the 
latest World Bank data (2018).

Saudi Arabia is using its 
2020 G20 presidency 
to focus on growth 
and diplomacy, but 
now it is also playing 
an even bigger role in 
healing the world from 
coronavirus pandemic.

50

 

UKRAINIAN SAUDI 
RELATIONS TOWARDS A 
STRONGER PARTNERSHIP
Ukraine is becoming 
an increasingly critical 
link in the global food 
chain, taking top world 
rankings for exports and 
production of sunflower 
oil and seed, honey, 
corn and barley, wheat, 
and rapeseeds as well as 
poultry, dairy, and eggs.

Ambassador Adnan said: 
“It is my view that the 
Philippine-Saudi relations 
will flourish in the years to 
come. We are grateful to 
the Kingdom for trusting 
Filipinos in almost all of the 
aspects of their development 
as a nation and a preeminent 
force in the Islamic World.”  
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Crackdown on Corruption

Crown Prince Mohammad Bin Salman, Deputy Premier and Minister 
of Defense, has pledged to combat corruption in all its forms aiming 
to protect the homeland and its resources, maintain public money and 
protect the integrity of the public employment. Crown Prince Mohammad, 
who heads the supreme committee to curb corruption, has called on all 
stakeholders including government agencies, citizens, and the private 
sector to work together to eradicate corruption. The crackdown on 
corruption led by the crown prince has yielded positive results.

CROWN PRINCE MOHAMMAD BIN SALMAN
THE RELENTLESS FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION

Saudi Arabia under the 
leadership of Crown Prince 
Mohammad Bin Salman has 
taken several measures to 
eradicate corruption and has 
implemented its policy of zero 
tolerance to corruption.

Saudi Arabia under the leadership 
of Crown Prince Mohammad 
Bin Salman has taken several 

measures to eradicate corruption and 
has implemented its policy of zero 
tolerance to corruption. The Saudi 
government is now fully alive and 
committed to combat corruption in 
all sectors individually as well as 
institutionally. Stringent measures 
currently in place to check corruption 
have improved the Kingdom’s 
rankings in corruption perceptions 
indexes. Saudi Arabia’s ranking in the 
Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 
of Transparency International jumped 
seven positions, reaching 51 among 
180 countries during the year 2019. 
This was announced by the Kingdom’s 
Anti-Corruption Commission, quoting 
a report released by the Transparency 
International, recently. 

According to the report, the 
Kingdom ranked 10th among the 

G20 countries. The Berlin-based 
Transparency International releases 
CPI annually based on perceived levels 
of corruption in countries. The CPI is 
based on a combination of surveys and 
assessments on corruption released 
by several international organizations 
and institutions such as the World 
Economic Forum (WEF), the Global 
Insight (GI), and the Bertelsmann 
Foundation (BF), the International 
Institute for Management Development 
(IMD), Political Risk Services (PRS), 
the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), 
and Varieties of Democracy (VDEM). 

Transparency Internat ional , 
a German non-governmental 
organization has the mandate to take 
action to combat global corruption 
with civil societal anti-corruption 
measures and to prevent criminal 
activities arising from corruption. The 
Anti-Corruption Commission (Nazaha) 
has praised the progress made by 

the Kingdom in tackling corruption 
under the leadership of Crown Prince 
Mohammad. According to a report 
published in March 2020, nearly 
300 Saudi officials were arrested 
during a crackdown on corruption, 
accused of offenses including bribery, 
embezzlement, and abusing their 
public positions.

The total amount of public money 
the accused have admitted to misusing 
is about SR 379 million riyals. Many 

The Crown Prince Mohammad 
bin Salman, Deputy Premier 
and Minister of Defense.

Downtown Riyadh, the 
capital city of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia.

By The Diplomat Staff
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people. The recovered assets from 
settlements with 87 people included 
cash, real estate, businesses, and 
securities. The sweep, which began 
the evening of Nov. 4, 2017, helped 
the Saudi government to unearth huge 
funds generated by corrupt practices 
and shady dealings.

In September 2020, King Salman 
issued a royal order dismissing two 
royals and four officers as part of a 
corruption probe at the Ministry of 
Defense. The investigations followed 
directives to the Control and Anti-
Corruption Authority (Nazaha) from 
Crown Prince Mohammad to probe 
the financial irregularities at the 
Ministry of Defense. Following an 
investigation, the authority uncovered 
corruption at the ministry linked to Lt. 
General Fahad bin Turki bin Abdualziz, 
Prince Abdulaziz Fahad bin Turki bin 
Abdualziz, and several officers, civil 
officials and others,” said a report 
published by the state-owned Saudi 
Press Agency.

Thereafter, King Salman issued 
an order to terminate the services of 

Prince Fahad bin Turki bin Abdulaziz, 
Commander of the Joint Forces of the 
Saudi-led coalition in Yemen. He has 
reportedly been referred to authorities 
for further investigations. The former 
commander’s son, Prince Abdulaziz 
bin Fahad bin Turki bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud, too has also been relieved from 
his post as Deputy Governor of Al-Jouf 
Region and referred to the authorities 
for further investigation.

Also, Yousef bin Rakan bin Hindi 
Al-Otaibi, Mohammad bin Abdulkarim 
bin Mohammad Al-Hassan, Faisal bin 
Abdulrahman bin Mohammad Al-
Ajlan, and Mohammad bin Ali bin 
Mohammad Al-Khalifah have been 
referred to for further investigation as 
part of this probe. In another crackdown 
in March this year, the Saudi anti-
corruption authority detained 298 
government employees suspected 
of bribery, embezzlement, waste of 
public funds, and misuse of office. The 
suspects were top officials including 
judges, military and police officers, 
who were accused of embezzling SR 
379 million. 

Although corruption is believed 
to be widespread, people from all 
walks of life agree that Crown Prince 
Mohammad has managed to reduce 
corruption by identifying and arresting 
corrupt officials and businessmen. To 
this end, it is important to note that 
Saudi Arabia has also launched a new 
office to monitor state spending, saying 
it would help keep up the fight against 
corruption. The financial reporting 
office would be part of the state’s 
General Auditing Bureau, which 
watches out for financial discrepancies, 
public prosecutor Saud Al-Mojeb was 
quoted saying recently in a SPA report.
“Corruption is not restricted to a 

specific company or government 
sector. The concerned authorities 
will be monitoring,” he said, adding 
that public prosecutors would handle 
any investigation.

Crown Prince Mohammad, 
said in a report that, Saudi 
Arabia had “suffered a lot from 
corruption” since the 1980s and 
the experts had calculated that 
“roughly 10% of all government 
spending was siphoned off by 
corruption each year, from the 
top levels to the bottom”.

of those accused are involved with 
the military or the ministry of defense, 
including unnamed high-level officials 
with ranks as high as a major general. 
Others worked in health, education, and 
judiciary sectors. In fact, Saudi Arabia 
has enacted high-profile measures to curb 
corruption in recent years. In a recent 
profile of the Middle Eastern country, 

“nepotism, patronage, and clientelism 
remain major forms of corruption, and 
the defense and oil sectors are seen as 
particularly vulnerable”. This attracted 
the attention of top Saudi leaders, 
especially Crown Prince Mohammad, 
who is working tirelessly to eradicate 
corruption from Saudi soil.

A huge crackdown on Saudi Arabia’s 
political and business elite class 
saw dozens of high-profile figures 
detained in a hotel in 2017 – a move 
that spooked some investors. This 
unprecedented anti-corruption sweep 
that saw top princes, businessmen, 
military officers, and officials detained 
at the Ritz-Carlton hotel concluded 
after netting the government around 
$106.6 billion, the Royal Court said in 
a report published after the purge.

The Royal Court said the work of an 
anti-corruption committee formed to 
oversee the sweep headed by Crown 
Prince Mohammad concluded its work 
after summoning or questioning 381 

Crackdown on Corruption

The G20 Saudi Presidency has 
demonstrated effective leadership.

The Crown Prince Mohammad 
bin Salman, Deputy Premier and 
Minister of Defense, attending 
the G 20 summit.
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Crown Prince Mohammad has 
repeatedly said that the Saudi 
government would continue its efforts 
to combat corruption and protect 
public funds. He said that Saudi Arabia 
was witnessing a roadmap for its fight 
against corruption, which constitutes 
a key part of the Vision 2030 reform 
plan, and reaffirm the Kingdom’s place 
among the world’s most powerful 20 
countries economically.

Speaking about the efforts led by 
Crown Prince to fight corruption, 
Nazaha chief Mazen bin Ibrahim 
Al-Kahmous said the directives 
of Crown Prince Mohammad to 
eradicate financial and administrative 
corruption and instill the principles of 
transparency, justice, and economic 
reform has had a significant impact 
on international indicators, including 
the CPI. He called for more efforts to 
meet the aspirations of the country’s 
leadership and improve the Kingdom’s 
position at an international level. 

He extended thanks to the relevant 
authorities for their cooperation with the 
commission to improve the Kingdom’s 
position in the field of protecting 

integrity and fighting corruption.  
Saudi Arabia’s anti-corruption 
watchdog “Nazaha” (Integrity) began 
a far-reaching campaign against graft 
across the Kingdom recently. 

In a 2017 interview, Crown Prince 
Mohammad said that the king was 
concerned about efforts to fight corruption 
and made a goal of tackling it on the first 
day he assumed power. “He was also not 
satisfied with the role this (corruption) 
committee has played. If fighting 
corruption is not on the top of the agenda, 
it means the fight is not succeeding,” the 
crown prince told Al Arabiya TV. “No 
person involved in corruption will survive, 
whether it is a prince or a minister or 
whoever,” he added.

Crown Prince Mohammad, said in a 
report that, Saudi Arabia had «suffered a 
lot from corruption» since the 1980s and 
the experts had calculated that «roughly 
10% of all government spending was 
siphoned off by corruption each year, 
from the top levels to the bottom». «My 
father saw that there is no way we can 
stay in the G20 and grow with this level 
of corruption,» he told the New York 
Times. «In early 2015, one of his first 

orders to his team was to collect all the 
information about corruption - at the top...
and they came up with about 200 names.» 

Then, the whole campaign was 
planned and executed which enabled 
the government to tighten the noose 
around very influential individuals 
and businessmen. Saudi Arabia, on 
the other hand, working closely 
with its allies and friends to combat 
corruption. The G20 Anti-Corruption 
Working Group (ACWG), which 
met recently in Riyadh, pursued an 
agenda of international cooperation 
on global anti-corruption challenges 
including the cost of corruption 
and its impact on the global gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

The ACWG met for the first time 
under the Saudi G20 Presidency, 
following the announcement by the 
Saudi Control and Anti-Corruption 
Authority (NAZAHA) that the working 
group will hold a minister meeting this 
year. The Chair of the ACWG, Dr. 
Nassar Abaalkhail, highlighted the 
importance of continuing to address 
corruption and promoting integrity and 
accountability to foster growth. 

He also asserted that the ACWG 
will continue to pursue international 
cooperation on many global anti-
corruption challenges including asset 
recovery, foreign bribery, and beneficial 
ownership transparency. The meeting 
was focused on the achievements 
and next steps looking forward to 
implementing the Anti-Corruption 
2019-2021 Action Plan. Delegates 
addressed the use of new technologies 
to boost integrity while promoting a 
comprehensive approach to developing 
anti-corruption policies. Member 
countries were encouraged to share their 
best practices regarding integrity within 
Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs). 

The G20, chaired by Saudi Arabia, 
also agreed on the Anti-Corruption 
2019-2021 Action Plan revealed 
in Buenos Aires in 2018. G20 
Members committed to working on 
the development and implementation 
of proper mechanisms to adopt G20 
agreements in anti-corruption. In the 
framework of this action plan, G20 
members will also look forward to 
developing targeted actions where the 
G20 can best add value in promoting 

international efforts in the fight against 
corruption. The ACWG is committed 
to continuing its work focused on 
promoting international efforts in the 
fight against corruption, and during 
2020 delegates will continue discussing 
previous agreements and sharing good 
practices to foster.

In another case, the Kingdom is 
also working closely with the United 
Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) to combat corruption. Mazen 
Al-Kahmous, president of the Anti-
Corruption Commission (Nazaha), 
received Dr. Adam Bouloukos, resident 
representative of the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP) in 
Saudi Arabia, and his accompanying 
delegation at his office in Riyadh 
recently. During the meeting, they 
reviewed efforts exerted by both sides 
and ways of enhancing and developing 
cooperation in the field of combating 
corruption.  Al-Kahmous also signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
with Bouloukos within the framework 
of the implementation of the National 
Strategy for the Protection of Integrity 
and Anti-Corruption.

Crackdown on Corruption

A scenic aerial view of Riyadh, 
the capital city of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia.
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International Relations

Dr. Diana Galeeva

SAUDI ARABIA AND RUSSIAN MUSLIM REPUBLICS
THE ECHO OF HISTORY Modern Russian and Saudi 

Arabian relations trace 
their roots to 1926, when 

the USSR became the first state to 
establish full diplomatic relations 
with the Kingdom of Hijaz and Nejd. 
Russian Muslims have since played an 
important role in developing bilateral 
relations (though Moscow-Riyadh 
relationships have been complex). 
Karim Khakimov, the first Consul 
General, who granted King Abdulaziz 
Al-Saud formal recognition as the King 
of the Hijaz and the Sultan of Nejd in 

February 1926 was of Tatar (Muslim) 
origin. His contribution to the warm 
relations, especially in 1920-1930s, 
are remembered and acknowledged 
in modern Saudi Arabia and Russia, 
alongside the work of other Muslim 
Soviet diplomats. Arguably, it is 
this history that has secured the 
acknowledgement of modern Russian 
Muslims (of which there are about 
20 million) by policymakers in the 
Kremlin, and their acceptance by 
Riyadh. Nowadays, with a shared 
Islamic identity as a contributing 

The Russian Muslim Republics played a significant role 
in cementing the bilateral relations between the two 

friendly states, Saudi Arabia and Russia.

The visit of the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz to Russia 
in 2017 indicated a new wave 
of cooperation between the 
two countries.

The Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz is greeted by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in 
Moscow, November 2017.



13
The Diplomat 76
December 2020

12
The Diplomat 76
December 2020

factor, Russian Muslim Republics and 
in turn their leaders’ empowerment by 
the Kremlin, are fundamental for both 
close cooperation between Russia and 
Saudi Arabia, and for developing the 
potential and importance of Russian 
subjects in the Islamic world.

Boosting Moscow-Riyadh cooperation
Over 90 years after Karim Khakimov 

granted the Soviet recognition of 
Ibn Saud as the King of Hijaz and 
Nejd, another Tatar origin, Rustam 
Minnikhanov, the current President of 
the modern Republic of Tatarstan, was 
chosen to carry the invitation of the 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz of Saudi 
Arabia, during a business trip to Saudi 
Arabia in 2017.1 The unprecedented 
visit of King Salman followed in 

November 2017. Arguably, this cannot 
be compared with 1926 event, but the 
visit certainly indicated a new wave of 
cooperation between the two countries, 
and a change in world politics. The 
British newspaper, The Guardian, 
commented that this visit “heralds shift 
in global power structures”. As a result 
of this visit, more than 15 cooperation 
agreements, worth billions of pounds, 
were signed, including agreements for 
arms, space, and oil exploration.2 

Rustam Minnikhanov’s role in 
this process is no coincidence, as 
he is the Chairman of the ‘Russia-
Islamic World’ Strategic Vision 
Group, Moscow’s diplomatic tool 
for developing relations with the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) states. The Group consists of 33 
famous statesmen and public figures 

The rapprochement between 
Saudi Arabia and Russia 
occurred principally due to 
anti-terrorist campaigns, and 
the vagaries of the oil market.

from 27 Muslim states, including 3 
representatives of Saudi Arabia. The 
Group has held meetings in Moscow, 
Kazan, Istanbul, Jeddah and Kuwait. 
The significance of this group for the 
Kingdom is shown by plans to hold 
the sixth Annual Meeting of the Group 
of Strategic Vision in Saudi Arabia, 
April 2020, at the invitation of King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz3; however due 
to COVID-19 this has been delayed. 
The Group was created in 2006 after 
the Russian Federation joined the OIC 
as an observer in 2005. 

Remarkably, it was the first step 
towards the Muslim world under 
Putin’s Russia, and it was made possible 
mainly due to the support of Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. As Kreutz4 explains:

“The best and probably the only way 
to achieve that [Russia’s observer 
status at the OIC] was through a 
reconciliation with Riyadh, which held 
special prestige and influence among 
the Islamic nations due to its wealth 
and unique position as the guardian of 
the holiest Muslim sites.”

The rapprochement between Russia 
and Saudi Arabia occurred principally 
due to anti-terrorist campaigns, 
the vagaries of the oil market. In 

January 2004, the Chechen President 
Ahmad Kadyrov was received by the 
Saudi leadership as the legitimate 
representative of the Chechen people. 
After the assassination of Ahmad 
Kadyrov on May 9, 2004, his son 
Ramzan became the president, who 
continued the diplomatic exchanges. 
Several trips to Saudi Arabia were 
arranged, in March 2007 and August 
2007, which included performing 
Umrah and the ritual of washing 
the Kaaba in Mecca with the late 
Saudi King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz; 
these helped to secure support for 
Kadyrov’s leadership of Chechnya 
from Saudi Arabia5. Over the next 15 
years, Kadyrov became known as a 
key supporter of Putin’s policies, was 
known in the Middle East as ‘Russia’s 
Top Diplomat’,6 and was the only head 
of a Muslim region to accompany 
Vladimir Putin during his official 
visit to Saudi Arabia (and the UAE). 
This visit in 2019 was fundamental, 
cementing Moscow’s political and 
energy links across the Middle East.7 
Demonstrably, key milestones in 
boosting relations between Saudi 
Arabia and Russia – ‘reach[ing] a new 
qualitative level’, to quote the Russian 

The North Caucasus, as 
another of Russia’s key 
Muslim-populated areas, 
grew its significance in 
smoothing Moscow-Riyadh 
cooperation recently.

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov8 - have 
directly involved Russian Muslim 
republics and their leaderships.

Kazan-Ufa-Grozny and Saudi Arabia 
The unique privileges granted to the 

Russian Muslim republics by the federal 
government and the acceptability of 
collaboration shown by Saudi Arabia, 

‘the (nominal) spiritual homeland’ for 
Russian Muslims,9 have benefitted 
Russian Muslim republics for their 
own political ends. For example, the 
above mentioned 2017 visit to Saudi 
Arabia, as well as ‘bridging’ between 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz 
greets Russian President Vladimir Putin.

A view of the Kremlin 
building in Moscow.

International Relations
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the Kremlin and Riyadh, also provided 
opportunities for Tatarstan. Specifically, 
Minnikhanov conducted wide 
diplomatic and business programmes: 
meetings with the leadership of the 
Kingdom, ministers of industry and 
commerce, the president of the Islamic 
Development Bank, representatives of 
big companies and heads of global 
organisations of the Islamic world. The 
visit was concluded with a prominent 
business forum, ‘Tatarstan-Saudi 
Arabia’.9 The President also received 
‘a ticket to the highest Islamic political 
circles’10 by being allowed inside 
the Kaaba, the holiest place of Islam, 
during Umrah. 

Both Moscow and Riyadh recognise 
the importance of Kazan’s ‘bridging’ 

role. On 18 February, 2020, the Russian 
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin 
signed a decree to confirm the opening 
of the Consulate General of Saudi 
Arabia in Kazan. In accordance with 
the order, the consulate circle will 
include Bashkortostan, Dagestan, 
Ingushetia, Kabardino-Balkaria, Mari 
El, Mordovia, North Ossetia, Tatarstan, 
Udmurtia, Chechnya, Chuvashia, 
as well as Perm Krai, Kirovskaya, 
Nizhegorodskaya, Orenburgskaya and 
Penza districts, Saratov and Ulyanovsk 
regions.11 This puts Kazan on a new 
level of importance for Moscow and 
Riyadh, building ‘special’ diplomatic 
relations with Saudi Arabia, under 
Kremlin approval. This status 
complements the already successful 

The shared Islamic identity has 
assisted in boosting relations 
between Saudi Arabia and 
Russian Muslim Republics.

initiatives implemented by the 
Republic, particularly by organising 
annually the International Economic 
Summit ‘Russia-Islamic world: Kazan 
Summit’, and Minnikhanov’s leading 
role in the Group of Strategic Vision 

‘Russia-Islamic World’.
The legacy of Karim Kharimov 

also grants opportunities for the 
development of relations between 
Saudi Arabia and Bashkortostan 
because the Soviet diplomat was born 
there. For example, the ‘Khakimov 
factor’ was acknowledged during the 
plenary part of the fifth meeting of the 

‘Russia-Islamic World’ Group which 
took place in Ufa, in 2019. A memorial 
plaque was dedicated to him in the 
building housing the ‘Galiya’ madrasah, 
where he studied in 1910-191112. Ufa 
also host the annual scientific forum 

known as ‘Khakimov’s Readings’. 
On one hand, it can be argued 

that the ‘Khakimov factor’ has not 
effectively boosted cooperation 
with the Kingdom, as plans have not 
translated into real actions and projects, 
despite the various engagements 
described. Since the 2010s, both sides 
have demonstrated bilateral interests 
and serious intentions for economic 
cooperation: Bashkortostan presented 
its exposition at the economic forum 
in Jeddah in 2010, and agreements 
were reached in cooperation in key 
areas (mechanical engineering, food 
supplies, construction and production 
of building materials)13. In 2011, 
a delegation of businesses from 
Bashkortostan visited Saudi Arabia; 
this visit was in response to the arrival 
of a delegation from Saudi Arabia at 

the first International Forum on ‘Big 
Chemistry’. Other agreements were 
reached for cooperation in the field 
of investment and trade in 201614. 
However, further relations between 
Bashkortostan and Saudi Arabia 
have not gone beyond those of other 
Muslim regions’ co-operations with 
the Kingdom, including pilgrimage 
organisation for Muslims of the 
republic and cooperation in religious 
and educational fields. 

A view from Grozny, the 
capital city of Chechnya.

The government building in Kazan, 
the capital city of the Republic of 
Tatarstan, overlooking the Kazanka 
river in a picturesque daylight view. 
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On another hand, after 100 years, 
the fact that the ‘Khakimov factor’ 
is still recognised and leant on does 
indicate the importance for both the 
Kremlin and Riyadh for maintaining 
his legacy, as part of maintaining warm 
relations. This also remains a ‘trump’ 
for maintaining relations between 
Bashkortostan and Saudi Arabia. 

While Bashkortostan, as a homeland, 
and Tatarstan, as nationality, rely on 
Khakimov’s legacy, the republics also 
combine to form the Tataro-Bashkir, 
the major population centre of the 
Russian Muslim Community. The 
North Caucasus, as another of Russia’s 
key Muslim-populated areas, grew its 
significance in smoothing Moscow-

Riyadh cooperation recently. In other 
words, mainly due to circumstances 
of the development of modern Russia, 
the Republic of Chechnya in particular 
emerged as another major player in 
bringing Moscow and Riyadh together, 
while tending to its own special 
relations with Saudi Arabia. This can 
be illustrated in Ramzan Kadyrov’s 
congratulations on Saudi National 
Day in 2020, when he noted boosted 
relations in economics (including 
Saudi investments in Chechnya), 
as well as cultural, humanitarian 
and scientific ties. Kadyrov praised 
his ‘dear brother’, Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman, and admitted 
the special role of the Saudi Crown 

Prince in the progress described.15 
Kadyrov also expressed his gratitude 
to King Salman bin Abdulaziz for the 
high level of hospitality shown during 
visits of to the Kingdom, and a number 
of opportunities to enter Kaaba and 
other holy places. Despite speculations 
about negative outcomes from the 2016 
Grozny conference for the Grozny-
Riyadh partnership,16  Chechen-Saudi 
Arabian dialogue has continued, and 
Kadyrov’s close personal relations 
with the Saudi leadership have granted 
Chechnya a well-recognition status in 
the Islamic world. 

This paper has demonstrated several 
strands of the vital role of Russian 
Muslim regions (Tatarstan, Chechnya 
and Bashkortostan) in bridging between 
Moscow and Riyadh. The shared Islamic 
identity is central, and has assisted in 
boosting their own relations with Saudi 
Arabia. These examples suggest that 
Moscow follows the Soviet policy of 
1920-1930s relatively closely, when 
the Islamic factor played a vital role for 
warm relations between the Kingdom 
and the USSR. In comparison to the 
USSR policies though, which relied 
mainly on Soviet Muslim diplomats (and 
religious organisations), modern Russia 
grants privileges to Muslim regions 
which, added to their status in the 
Islamic world, continue to assist them 
in developing bilateral relations with 
foreign countries, such as Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. It should further be noted 
that the Islamic factor is not limited to the 
presented examples; other regions with 
Muslim populations, muftiats, religious 
organisations and Muslim diplomats are 
also important in this modern Russian 
expression of the policy. 

Despite being an effective diplomatic 
tool, challenges remain within the 
Saudi-Russian partnerships that the 
Islamic factor struggles to overcome. 
For example, Russian-Saudi energy 
issues lead to a price war in oil in 
2020. Balances of global power and 
their implications can be long-term 
and extremely complex, such as 

the continuing close ties between 
Washington and Riyadh, as well as 
Russia’s policy of balancing adversaries, 
and subsequently supporting the al-
Assad regime in Syria, while developing 
relations with Qatar and Iran (including 
its proxies). However, learning from 
the past and considering the already 
fruitful outcomes based on the Islamic 
factor will undoubtedly strengthen 
opportunities to establish ‘win-win-win’ 
results in the long-run for a triumvirate 
of key implementers of such policies, 
perhaps best categorised as ‘Moscow - 
Russia’s Muslim regions – Riyadh’.

Dr. Diana Galeeva is a Scholar-in-Residence 
at the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies.
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$525M OF SAUDI AIDS TO YEMEN

A ceasefire proposed by the Saudi-led coalition fighting Iran- backed 
Houthi rebels in Yemen went into effect on April 9 as the Kingdom 
pledged $500 million to UN relief efforts in Yemen this year, and 
an additional $25 million to combat the COVID 19 pandemic. Saudi 
Deputy Defense Minister Prince Khalid Bin Salman tweeted that the 
gesture “will hopefully create a more effective climate to deescalate 
tensions” and enable the parties in the conflict to work toward a 
political settlement. The Saudi-led coalition on April 24 said it was 
extending a unilateral ceasefire in Yemen by one month to support 
efforts to contain the coronavirus pandemic, the state-run Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) reported, citing a coalition spokesman. “

 

Saudi Arabia will contribute $500 
million to the United Nations 
humanitarian response plan for 

Yemen in 2020 and $25 million to help 
combat the spread of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Kingdom’s Vice Defense 
Minister Prince Khalid bin Salman, said. 
Several confirmed cases of COVID 19 
have been reported in Yemen, where 
a Saudi-led coalition is fighting the 
Iranian-backed Houthi militants in a 
war to restore peace,  legitimacy of 
governance, peace, and security.

The Saudi-led coalition fighting 
Houthi rebels in Yemen declared a 
two-week ceasefire earlier in a bid to 
stem the spread of the coronavirus in 
the war-torn country, according to the 
state-run Saudi Press Agency (SPA). 
The ceasefire in the five-year conflict 
began on April 9, according to coalition 
spokesman Col. Turki Al-Malki. The 
SPA report said the move was prompted 
by United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres’ call for a pause of 
hostilities in the country to counter the 
spread of COVID-19.

The Saudi-led coalition on April 
24 said it was extending a unilateral 
ceasefire in Yemen again by one 
month to support efforts to contain 
the coronavirus pandemic, the state-
run SPA reported, citing a coalition 
spokesman. A two-week ceasefire 
announced by the coalition expired on 
April 23 without leading to a permanent 
truce. The ceasefire has been welcomed 
by the international community keeping 
in view the spread of COVID 19 in 
that war-torn country. Yemeni health 
authorities say there are three new 
coronavirus cases in the southern city 
of Aden and the western city of Taiz, 
bringing the total number of cases to 10 
with two deaths as of May 3.

The U.N. health agency has warned 
of the invisible outbreak of the virus, 
saying that it’s “actively circulating 
throughout the country.” The agency 
says testing and resources to detect 
the virus are “grossly insufficient.” A 
cluster of cases was found in Aden, 

where residents said several hospitals 
shut their doors as medical staffers 
feared to contract the virus because of a 
lack of personal protective equipment. 
In such a deplorable situation, 
the Houthi group did not accept 
the coalition’s previous ceasefire 
announcement, and violence continued 
in several provinces. 

The coronavirus has now infected 
millions of people and killed hundreds 
of thousands of people worldwide, 
according to Johns Hopkins University. 
Al-Malki also said the temporary 
ceasefire would pave the way for talks 
between the Saudi-backed government 
in Aden, and Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels based in the Yemeni capital of 
Sanaa. The ceasefire would create 
the environment for the UN “to hold 
a meeting between the legitimate 
government and the Houthis, and a 
military team from the (Saudi-led) 
coalition under the supervision of the 
UN envoy to discuss his proposals on 
the steps and mechanisms to implement 
a permanent ceasefire in Yemen,” said 
Al-Malki, according to SPA.

The UN welcomed Saudi Arabia’s 
announcement of $525 million aid. UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
praised Saudi Arabia’s provision of 
$500 million in humanitarian aid to 
Yemen, in a call with Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman, Deputy 
Premier and Minister of Defense. Mr. 
Guterres expressed his thanks to the 
Kingdom for adhering to the truce in 
Yemen that came into effect on April 
9, the SPA reported. Crown Prince 
Mohammad reaffirmed his country’s 
commitment to improving the security 
and stability of the Yemeni people and 
the region as a whole.

Mr. Guterres also praised Saudi 
Arabia’s efforts in leading the G20 
and the initiatives it presented for 
international efforts to fight the 
coronavirus pandemic. Earlier, 
financial policymakers from the G20 
economies agreed to suspend debt 
repayments from the world’s poorest 

countries, so they could dedicate 
the money to fight the coronavirus. 
The G20 move is part of efforts to 
support the global economy during the 
pandemic and ensure financial stability.

The UN recently called for a separate 
$2.5 trillion package from the G20 to 
help developing economies cope with 
the pandemic. COVID-19 has infected 
more than 3.4 million people globally 
and killed 2,44,416 people as of May 3, 
according to Johns Hopkins University, 
which is tracking its spread.

Speaking about the Saudi aid worth 
$525 million to Yemen, Special Envoy 
of the Secretary-General for Yemen, 
Martin Griffiths said in a statement: 
“I am grateful to Saudi Arabia and 
the Arab Coalition for recognizing 
and acting on this critical moment for 
Yemen”. “The parties must now utilize 
this opportunity and cease immediately 
all hostilities with the utmost 
urgency, and make progress towards 
comprehensive and sustainable peace”.

On the Saudi aid to Yemen, a report 
said that Saudi Arabia has been named 
as the world’s top contributor to a fund 
providing vital humanitarian aid for 
Yemen. According to the report issued 
by the UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the 
Kingdom remained the chief supporter 
of the Yemen Humanitarian Response 
Plan (YHRP) 2019, which is estimated 
to be $4.19 billion. 

The total funding of Saudi Arabia 
was $968.4 million, representing 28 
percent of the YHRP, with the US 
coming second with a donation of 
$907.6 million (26 percent). The OCHA 

 Saudi Arabia will contribute 
$500 million to the United 
Nations humanitarian re-
sponse plan for Yemen in 
2020 and $25 million to 
help combat the spread of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
the Kingdom’s Vice Defense 
Minister Prince Khalid bin 
Salman, said.

King Salman Humanitarian 
Aid & Relief Centre  continuous 
support to Yemen.
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WHO to assess the health needs of the 
war-torn country as it confronts the 
coronavirus crisis.

Saudi sources reported that 
KSRelief’s ability to help Yemen 
face the virus by providing medicine, 
medical devices and equipment, and 
preventive supplies by land, sea, and 
air, were discussed in the meeting. With 
a health system that has been shattered 
by five years of war, and a population 
weakened and malnourished in what 
the UN has described as the worst 
humanitarian crisis of our time, the 
coronavirus outbreak in Yemen has 
the potential to wreak havoc and 
devastation if it takes hold.

Riyadh’s closure of the only border 
crossing with Yemen at the beginning 
of April as a precautionary measure to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus 
is likely to have left Sanaa short on 
essential supplies. Whatever the case 
may be, but it intervened in Yemen in 
support of the legitimate government, 
Saudi Arabia has played a key role 
in supporting the government and 
international organizations in their 
humanitarian response plan, Yemeni 
officials said.

Total Saudi assistance to Yemen 
since May 2015 amounts to $16 
billion, according to King Salman 
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre 
(KSRelief) supervisor general 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Rabeeah. 
Speaking at a late October meeting 
in Rome, he affirmed the Kingdom’s 
willingness to provide humanitarian 
aid with transparency and impartiality 
in all regions of Yemen, despite the 
challenges presented by the Houthis 
(Ansarallah). Of the $16 billion in 
Saudi assistance to Yemen, Al-Rabeeah 
said, close to $2.4 billion has been 
provided through KSRelief.

Saud i  Deve lopment  and 
Reconstruction Program for Yemen 
director Hassan al-Attas said that 
Saudi funds were funneled into 371 
humanitarian projects of different 

kinds in co-operation with 80 
international, regional, and local 
partners, in compliance with 
international humanitarian law that 
prohibits discrimination. Speaking 
in this context,  Yemeni Minister of 
Local Administration and chairman 
of the Higher Relief Committee 
Abdel Raqib Fatah said the Houthis 
and their military coup against the 
government are largely to blame for 

the humanitarian crisis in Yemen.
Fatah, who has previously spoken 

out against the Houthis’ diversion 
of humanitarian aid intended for the 
Yemeni people, also accused the Iran-
backed militia of failing to accept a 
peaceful solution to the conflict. The 
humanitarian and financial assistance 
Saudi Arabia has provided to Yemen 
“has produced tangible results”, 
Yemen’s Deputy Ministry of Human 

Report

governorate, Yemen, benefiting 1,578 
people recently.

This disbursement of relief comes 
within the framework of the urgent 
intervention of the KSrelief to help 
people affected by floods in the 
various Yemeni governorates. The 
KSrelief, in cooperation with Al-Khair 
Coalition for Humanitarian Relief, also 
distributed 315 food baskets in Socotra 
governorate, Yemen, benefiting 2,106 
people. These relief efforts come 
within the humanitarian aid provided 
by Saudi Arabia, represented by the 
KSrelief, to alleviate the suffering of 
the Yemeni people.

Recently, Saudi Arabia also airlifted 
critical supplies to Yemen to assist in the 
country’s fight against the coronavirus 
outbreak. Announcing details of the 
airlift, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) thanked the Kingdom in a 
tweet. The airlift came a day after 
the King Salman Humanitarian Aid 
and Relief Centre (KSRelief) held a 
meeting with representatives from 

aims to raise a further $71 million 
toward the relief program to help 
tackle the continuing and deteriorating 
humanitarian situation in Yemen. 
The response plan supports sectors 
including food security, agriculture, 
health, water and hygiene, sanitation, 
nutrition, shelter, and education, the 
Saudi Press Agency reported recently.

The YHRP is the largest distress 
call by humanitarian organizations to 
alleviate the suffering of the Yemeni 
people while working to support 
sustainable recovery. The war in 
Yemen, the Arab world’s poorest 
country, has caused what the UN 
has described as the globe’s worst 
humanitarian crisis, with 22 million 
people needing aid. Saudi Arabia has 
been at the forefront to extend aid to 
that war-ravaged country. The King 
Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief 
Center (KSrelief), in cooperation with 
Al-Khair Coalition for Humanitarian 
Relief, distributed 263 food baskets 
to the displaced people in Aden 

 The Saudi-led coalition 
on April 24 said it was 
extending a unilateral 
ceasefire in Yemen again 
by one month to support 
efforts to contain the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
the state-run SPA 
reported, citing a coalition 
spokesman.

Saudi aid convoys carry 
various humanitarian aid to 
brotherly Yemeni people.
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sector and about 9% to the education 
sector,” economist Abdul Aziz Thabet 
told Al-Mashareq recently. “The rest 
is distributed among other sectors, 
particularly the effort to remove 
landmines, which claim the lives of 
innocents every day,” he said.

“The Saudi support provided to 
Yemen through UN humanitarian 
agencies, especially the food, health, 
and education assistance, supports the 
programs run by these organizations,” 
Thabet said. The war with the Houthis, 
the resulting economic crisis, the 
layoffs of thousands of workers and the 
suspension of payment of salaries have 
compounded the suffering of around 
20 million Yemenis, he said. The 
Houthis have taken advantage of the 
aid provided, have put obstacles in the 
way of its delivery, “and other times sell 
it on the black market”, Thabet added.

The regional and international 
support for Yemen, particularly the 
Saudi support, is very important at 
this stage despite all the problems and 
obstacles. Saudi support for Yemen’s 
Central Bank “had a positive impact in 
terms of stabilizing the Yemeni riyal, 
and it is hoped that this direct support 
for the Yemeni economy will continue 
in the next stage. Moreover, calls have 
been made for improvements in the 
mechanisms of humanitarian aid, and 
for reconstruction to begin, to help 
Yemen overcome its economic crisis.

As far as support for the health sector 
in Yemen is concerned, the Saudi-led 
coalition is determined to support 
efforts towards combatting the spread 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
military coalition fighting Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels has declared the two-
week ceasefire in the country starting 
in a bid to combat the spread of the 
deadly coronavirus. The unilateral 
ceasefire follows an escalation in 
fighting between the warring parties 
despite a call by the United Nations 
for an immediate cessation to protect 
civilians in the Arab world’s poorest 
nation from the pandemic.

Rights Nabil Abdul Hafeez said 
recently. It has improved the situation in 
the war-torn country “in terms of both 
the relief aspect and the rehabilitation 
of government services”, he said.

“The Houthis caused the war and 
exacerbated the suffering of the 
population living in the areas under their 
control by perpetrating myriad abuses 
and placing obstacles and difficulties 
in the way of delivering aid,” Abdul 
Hafeez said. Documented cases of 
corruption in the Houthis’ distribution 
of aid intended for the Yemeni people 
makes it clear the militia is incapable of 
governance in the areas it controls and 
is not concerned with the needs of the 
people, he said.

“In fact, the opposite is true, as they 
have compounded their suffering and 
engaged in further abuses,” Abdul 
Hafeez said. “Approximately 25% of 
[Saudi] assistance goes to supporting 
the service sector, 10% to the health 

According to the report is-
sued by the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA), the Kingdom 
remained the chief supporter 
of the Yemen Humanitarian 
Response Plan (YHRP) 2019, 
which is estimated to be $4.19 
billion. 
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SAUDI-IRAQI RELATIONS 
TOWARDS STRONGER TIES

The growing Saudi-Iraqi partnership could help stimulate change for Iraq’s 
economic landscape, and build regional solidarity. Saudi Arabia’s resources, 
along with its impressive ability to tap into international capital, could 
strengthen domestic private sector development and provide support to 
capital-starved Iraqi businesses eager to service their domestic markets. 
While this may not happen over the short term, Iraq offers substantial 
investment opportunities. 
The Kingdom has also decided to strengthen bilateral ties. Saudi Arabia will 
be sending back its ambassador to Iraq soon, Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Faisal bin Farhan announced on May 30, after his wide-ranging talks with Ali 
Allawi, Iraq’s deputy premier and acting minister of finance and oil, in Riyadh. 
The move follows directives from the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz. “This comes to translate the Kingdom’s desire to 
strengthen relations between the two countries,” Prince Faisal said. Prince 
Faisal expressed the Kingdom’s support to Iraq to achieve its security and 
stability, and counter-terrorism, noting that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
respects the sovereignty of Iraq away from foreign interference.

The announcement to work 
closely with Iraq, restore 
full ties, and send Saudi 
ambassador to Baghdad 

was made by Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan after talks 
with Ali Allawi, Iraq’s deputy 
premier and acting minister of 
finance and oil, who visited Riyadh 
on May 22. Prince Faisal said that 
the Kingdom supports Iraq’s efforts 
to achieve security and stability and 
counter-terrorism and that Riyadh 
respects Iraq’s unity and sovereignty. 

The move has been announced on 
the directives of the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz and following a meeting 
between Foreign Minister Prince 
Faisal with Iraq’s Deputy Premier 
Allawi. Prince Faisal highlighted 
the importance of the Saudi-Iraqi 
Coordination Council as a mechanism 
for developing relations between the 
two countries to broader co-operation 
in the political, economic, security, 
commercial, and investment fields.

Coordinated positions
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

and Iraq also agreed to coordinate 
their positions with all oil-producing 
countries to restore balance to the oil 
market, according to a report released 
by the Saudi Press Agency (SPA). This 
agreement came during a meeting 
between Minister of Energy Prince 
Abdulaziz bin Salman with Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Allawi. The 
two ministers discussed a number of 
energy-related issues. 

The two sides, during the meeting, 
expressed satisfaction for improvement 
of “basic factors in the oil market with 
the start of implementing the OPEC-plus 
accord and agreed on the necessity to 
pursue action with all producers to speed 
up the restoration of markets’ balance, 
affirming their countries’ firm commitment 
to implementing the agreement.” 

To this end, it is important to mention 
here that OPEC and its partners in 
the OPEC-plus group inked a deal in 
April 2019 to cut the crude output. The 
Iraqi minister also met Saudi Minister 
of Commerce Majed Al-Qasabi and 
Finance Minister Mohammad Al-
Jadaan and discussed ways to bolster 
financial and trade co-operation 
between the two countries. The two 

sides touched on a host of issues related 
to land border checkpoints, customs, 
and partnerships between the private 
and public sectors. 

Saudi companies to invest in Iraq
Iraq had also agreed to allow Saudi 

companies to invest in its western 
Akkas gas field. The Akkas field in 
western Anbar province and bordering 
Syria is the Iraq’s largest. The Iraqi 
delegation’s visit to Saudi Arabia is 
the first foreign trip by any of the new 
Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi’s 

Prince Faisal bin Farhan, Saudi 
Foreign Minister, said that 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
supports Iraq’s efforts to 
achieve security and stability 
and counter-terrorism, and 
that Riyadh respects Iraq’s 
unity and sovereignty.

The Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques, King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz welcomes the 
Iraqi President Barham Salih.

Prince Faisal bin Farhan, Saudi 
Foreign Minister, receives Ali 
Allawi, Iraq›s Deputy Premier.
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cabinet ministers and was watched 
closely by observers. Allawi carried 
a message from Iraqi Prime Minister 
Mustafa Al-Kadhimi for the Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosque King Salman. 

One of the major objectives of Iraq’s 
new finance minister’s visit to Saudi 
Arabia was to seek support to stave off 
an impending financial crisis in Iraq. 
Allawi met with Saudi finance, energy, 
and foreign ministers in Riyadh. In 
an interview with the state television 
before his departure, Allawi said his 
priority would be to secure funds to 
plug gaps in Iraq’s budget. “Iraq needs 
immediate monetary support so that the 
government can fulfill its obligations 
towards its employees,” he said. 

Financial support
Iraq is facing a liquidity crisis 

following the collapse of crude oil 
prices from more than $50 per barrel 
last year to around $20 per barrel in 
recent months. That has prompted 
fears about the government’s ability to 
pay salaries to some four million state 
workers, and pensions and welfare to 
another four million people. 

The government budgeted almost $4 

billion a month for public salaries in 
2020. Still, it only earned $1.4 billion in 
April by selling crude oil, virtually the 
only way authorities can fund official 
expenditures. Ahead of Allawi’s trip, 
an Iraqi government source told AFP 
the minister would also travel to 
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates 
“to gather financial support for Iraq”. 
Al-Kadhimi also likely to visit the Gulf 
region, the official said.

The prime minister took office in early 
May after months of political deadlock. 
His appointment was welcomed by the 
United States, which swiftly granted 
Iraq a 120-day extension on a waiver 
allowing it to import Iranian gas to 
feed its worn-out power grid. Last year, 
Iraq signed a landmark deal with the 
six-nation Gulf Co-operation Council 
for a transmission line to import 500 
megawatts of electricity to its grid this 
year. The 300-kilometer (200-mile) 
line would run from Kuwait to Iraq’s 
southern port of Faw and be financed 
by the GCC; Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE, Qatar, Oman, and Bahrain. 

Meanwhile, the Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman, Deputy 
Premier and Minister of Defense, 

made a phone call to Al-Kadhimi to 
congratulate him on the government 
formation and to express his best 
wishes for Iraq and its people. During 
the call, the Crown Prince Mohammad 
bin Salman affirmed Saudi Arabia’s 
support for Iraq’s development and 
security, and the Kingdom’s keenness 
to strengthen bilateral relations.

For his part, the Iraqi premier 
thanked the Crown Prince Mohammad 
bin Salman for his good wishes. 
He underlined the importance of 
relations between the two countries 
and expressed his keenness to push 
for more co-operation. Saudi Arabia’s 
foreign ministry has welcomed the 
formation of Iraq’s new government 
headed by Mustafa Al-Kadhimi in 
early May. The ministry added that 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia supports 
Iraq and is ready to work with it and 
strengthen the historical ties between 
the two countries to achieve safety 
and security in the region and prevent 
external interference.

Earlier, the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosque King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
and the Crown Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman congratulated Al-Kadhimi on 
forming a government. Al-Kadhimi 
was sworn in as prime minister by 
lawmakers after weeks of political 
negotiations. The country faces a severe 
economic crisis spurred by plummeting 
oil prices and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In fact, the new Iraqi government was 
formed after months of deadlock and 
a political crisis that hit the country’s 
stability and economy.

Saudi delegation visits Baghdad
After more than three months since 

postponing the visit of the Iraqi Prime 
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi to Riyadh 
for a meeting with the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz, and the Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman, the two 
countries resumed bilateral meetings of 
the Saudi-Iraqi Coordination Council in 
the Iraqi capital, Baghdad.

In a statement, Saudi Arabia 
announced the arrival of its ministerial 
delegation to Iraq on Sunday 8th 
November 2020 to   meet Al-Kadhimi and 
the Speaker of Parliament, Mohammad 
Al-Halbousi, according to the Saudi 
news agency “SPA”, which indicated 
that the delegation will hold meetings 
during the visit to discuss “strengthening 
bilateral relations between the two 
brotherly countries in various fields.”  

In addition, the Saudi delegation 
held a number of meetings for the 
committees emanating from the Saudi-
Iraqi Coordination Council to discuss 
progress in various issues and activities, 
the most prominent achievements that 
have been done, and the agreements 
signed between the two countries in all 
political and economic fields, in a way 
that contributes to the advancement of 
bilateral relations. 

Investment opportunities
Al-Kadhimi discussed, during his 

meeting with members of the Iraqi-
Saudi Coordination Council, the 
implementation plans of the agreements 
and memoranda of understanding 
signed between the two countries. In 
a statement, Al-Kadhimi stressed the 
importance of holding these meetings, 
which lead to the development of 
bilateral relations between Baghdad 
and Riyadh, and enhance the prospects 
for joint co-operation in various fields, 
in a way that achieves the interests of 
the peoples of the two countries.

Al-Kadhimi stated that the 
“investment opportunities are available 
to Saudi companies, stressing that the 
Iraqi government seeks to overcome all 
obstacles facing companies that wish to 
invest in Iraq.” He also stressed “the 

importance of activating some joint 
projects between the two countries 
within the framework of the Arab 
League, as well as developing work in 
the oil market”, according to the Saudi 
news agency “SPA”.

Economic co-operation
The Iraqi Prime Minister, Mustafa 

Al-Kadhimi, received on Monday 7th 
December 2020 the Saudi economic 
delegation headed by Saudi Minister 
of Trade Majed Al-Qasabi, in the 
presence of Minister of Industry and 
Mineral Resources, Bandar Ibrahim 
Al-Khorayef, and the Governor of 
the Saudi Standards, Metrology and 
Quality Organization, Saad bin Othman 
Al-Qasabi, and members of the Saudi-
Iraqi Coordination Council.

They discussed strengthening co-
operation between the two countries 
at various levels, as well as the steps 
taken to advance economic co-
operation, according to a statement 
issued by the Media Office of the Iraqi 
Prime Minister. The Saudi delegation 
conveyed the affirmation of the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
and the Crown Prince Mohammad 
bin Salman, on the importance of 
strengthening joint co-operation 
between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq in all fields.

The Iraqi Prime Minister welcomed 
the increase in trade exchange between 
the two countries after the opening of the 
Arar border crossing in last November, 
calling on the Saudi-Iraqi Coordination 
Council to accelerate practical steps in 
expanding economic relations between 
Iraq and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The head of the Saudi delegation 
stressed that strengthening the existing 
co-operation will enable the two 
countries to face common challenges, 
whether in the field of confronting 
the COVID-19 pandemic or in the 
economic area that will positively affect 
the two countries and their stability, as 
well as strengthening regional peace.

The two sides discussed 
strengthening co-operation 
between the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq at 
various levels, as well as 
the steps taken to advance 
economic co-operation.

The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq expressed 
satisfaction for improvement 
of “basic factors in the oil 
market with the start of 
implementing the OPEC-plus 
accord,  and agreed on the 
necessity to pursue action 
with all producers to speed up 
the restoration of oil markets’ 
balance, affirming their 
countries’ firm commitment to 
implementing the agreement.

Part of the meetings 
of the Saudi-Iraqi 
Coordination Council.
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By  Richard Haass

THE UN’S UNHAPPY BIRTHDAY

The United Nations turns 75 this autumn, and if this were a normal year, 
many of the world’s leaders would gather in New York City to celebrate 
this milestone and open the annual meeting of the General Assembly.
But this year is anything but normal. There will be no gathering be-
cause of COVID-19 – and even if there were, there would be little 
grounds for celebration. The United Nations has fallen far short of its 
goals to “maintain international peace and security,” “develop friendly 
relations among nations’’ and “achieve international cooperation in 
solving international problems.”

The pandemic helps 
illustrate why. The UN 
Security Council, the most 
important component of 

the UN system, has made itself largely 
irrelevant. China has blocked any 
significant role for the UN’s executive 
body lest it be criticized for its initial 

mishandling of the outbreak and be 
held responsible for the consequences. 
Meanwhile, the World Health 
Organization deferred to China early 
on and has been further weakened by 
the United States’ decision to withdraw 
from it. The result is that the major 
powers get the UN they want, not the 
one the world needs.

None of this is new. During the 
four decades of the Cold War, the UN 
became a venue for US-Soviet rivalry. 
The fact that the Cold War did not turn 
hot (as great power competition had 
twice before in the twentieth century) 
was due less to what happened at the 
UN than to nuclear deterrence and 
a balance of power that compelled 
significant caution in US and Soviet 
behavior. The principal occasion 
when the UN intervened to maintain 
international peace – committing an 
international force to reverse North 
Korean aggression against South Korea 
– it could do so only because the Soviet 
Union was boycotting it.

There were widespread hopes that the 
UN could play a larger role in the Cold 
War’s aftermath. Optimists appeared to 
be vindicated in 1990 when countries 
of the world came together through the 
UN to oppose and ultimately reverse 
Saddam Hussein’s conquest of Kuwait.

Alas, the Gulf War proved to be 
the exception. The Cold War had just 
ended, and relations between the US 
and both China and the Soviet Union 
were relatively good. There was 
little love for Iraq’s dictator, whose 
aggression violated the fundamental 
international norm that borders ought 
not be changed through force. And 
the goal of the UN-blessed, US-led 
coalition was limited and conservative: 
to evict Iraqi forces and restore the 
status quo in Kuwait, not change the 
regime in Iraq.

Such conditions could not easily 
be replicated. Major power relations 
deteriorated significantly, and the UN 
became increasingly irrelevant. Russia 

(which inherited the Soviet Union’s 
seat on the Security Council) prevented 
unified action to stop the bloodshed in 
the Balkans. A lack of international 
support motivated President George 
W. Bush’s administration to bypass the 
UN when it went to war with Iraq in 
2003. Russian opposition precluded 
any UN action when Russia illegally 
annexed Crimea in 2014.

The UN also failed to head off the 
genocide in Rwanda in 1994. A decade 
later the General Assembly, vowing never 
to let this happen again, declared the 
world had the “Responsibility to Protect,” 
or intervene, when a government was 
unable or unwilling to protect its citizens 
from large-scale violence.

The doctrine has mostly been 
ignored. The world has sat on its 
collective hands amid terrible conflicts 
that have caused hundreds of thousands 
of civilians to die in Syria and Yemen. 
The one instance when the doctrine 
was invoked, in 2011 in Libya, it 
was discredited because the NATO-
led coalition acting in its name went 
further than the doctrine called for 
by removing the existing government 
and then failed to follow up, creating a 
power vacuum that continues to plague 
the country.

This is not to suggest the UN is 
without value. It provides a useful 
venue for governments to talk, 
be it to avert or calm a crisis. UN 
agencies have promoted economic 
and social development and 
facilitated arrangements ranging from 
telecommunications to monitoring 
of nuclear facilities. Peacekeeping 
missions have helped to maintain order 
in many countries.

But overall the UN has disappointed, 
owing to great power rivalries and 
member countries’ reluctance to cede 
freedom of action. The organization’s 
own shortcomings haven’t helped: 
a spoils system that puts too many 
people in important positions for 
reasons other than competence, lack 

of accountability, and hypocrisy (such 
as when countries that ignore human 
rights sit on a UN body meant to 
uphold them).

Significant reform of the UN is not 
a realistic option, as potential changes, 
such as altering the composition of 
the Security Council to reflect the 
distribution of power in today’s world, 
would favor some countries and 
disadvantage others. Not surprisingly, 
those who stand to lose can and do 
block any such change.

Meanwhile, the General Assembly, 
the most “democratic” and 
representative of the UN’s structures, 
lacks teeth and is rendered ineffectual 
insofar as every country has one vote, 
regardless of its size, population, 
wealth, or military might.

What makes this a crisis is that the 
need for international cooperation is 
great. We face not only the revival of 
great power rivalry but also multiple 
global challenges, from pandemics and 
climate change to nuclear proliferation 
and terrorism, for which there are no 
unilateral answers.

The good news is that countries can 
create alternatives – such as the G7 
and G20 – when the UN falls short. 
Coalitions of the relevant, willing, and 
able can come together to tackle specific 
regional and global challenges. We are 
seeing versions of this in trade policy 
and arms control, and might well see 
it in climate action and in establishing 
norms for behavior in cyberspace. The 
case for multilateralism and global 
governance is stronger than ever. But, 
for better or worse, it will have to take 
place largely outside the UN.

Richard Haass, President of the Council 
on Foreign Relations, previously served 
as Director of Policy Planning for the US 
State Department (2001-2003), and was 
President George W. Bush’s special envoy 
to Northern Ireland and Coordinator for the 
Future of Afghanistan. He is the author of 
The World: A Brief Introduction.©
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Abe’s current term was 
set to end in September 
2021, but his approval 
ratings had fallen to 

historic lows, making another run 

By  Bill Emmott

Shinzo Abe’s sudden resignation (on health grounds) ends the 
tenure of Japan’s longest-serving prime minister. The country’s most 
internationally recognized statesman since 1945, Abe has been, 
among other things, the world leader most keen on playing golf with 
US President Donald Trump.
Though he leaves with a still-weak economy, Abe has made Japan 
stronger and more autonomous in matters of defense and foreign 
policy. Whoever succeeds him will likely continue on that path, which is 
good news for proponents of peace in East Asia and of the rules-based 
international order more generally.

for the premiership a non-starter. The 
manner of his departure, after nearly 
eight continuous years in office, thus 
reflects an old principle of political life. 
For a long-serving party leader who 

knows the end of his political career is 
nigh, it is better to set the terms of one’s 
own departure than be pushed out by 
dagger wielding rivals.

Since his youth, Abe has suffered 
from ulcerative colitis, a debilitating 
condition that forced him to resign once 
before, in 2007, after serving one year as 
prime minister. That previous departure 
also coincided with serious political 
difficulties, making his return to power 
in 2012 all the more remarkable. 
Given two recent well-publicized 
hospital visits, Abe’s renewed health 
problems are likely genuine. And yet, 
with the Tokyo Olympics having been 
postponed to next summer, it is hard to 
believe that he would choose to step 
down now unless he also felt serious 
political pressure.

From an international perspective, 
Abe’s loss of popularity may seem 
surprising, given that his country has 
suffered fewer than 1,300 COVID-19 
deaths and a smaller economic 
downturn than in the United States or 
most European countries. But Abe’s 
government has drawn criticism for 
erratic communication and a seemingly 
uncaring economic policy response to 
the pandemic. And, after so many years 
in office, accumulated scandals and a 
general weariness with the country’s 
unchanging leadership have caught up 
with him.

Moreover, there has been growing 
disappointment about the state of 
the economy and living standards. 
Abe’s ballyhooed economic program, 
“Abenomics,” has consisted of faster 
monetary expansion, some fiscal stimulus, 
and talk of pro-growth structural reforms. 
But the results have been meager, 
especially from a leader who has won 
three general elections and long enjoyed 
strong parliamentary majorities.

Abenomics was billed as a program 
to overcome deflation, accelerate 
economic growth, and – in a second 
phase – boost Japan’s birth rate. While 
prices have stopped falling, hopes 

of restoring mild inflation and wage 
growth have been dashed. While 
economic growth between 2012 and 
the current pandemic was slightly 
better than in the previous decade, that 
was largely owing to the absence of 
major shocks on the scale of the 2008 
financial crisis or the 2011 earthquake 
and tsunami. The birth rate remains flat.

To be sure, the Abe government has 
enacted some small, useful reforms, 
including a new corporate-governance 
code, better disclosure rules for 
companies, higher child-care spending, 
and tighter limits on dangerously long 
overtime. But plans for deeper reforms 
to increase competition have either not 
materialized or been blocked by vested 
business interests. Nearly 40% of the 
workforce remains on short-term, 
precarious contracts, and although 
more women work, very few have 
broken through to leadership positions.

Abe has also failed to achieve his 
greatest ambition of all: revising 
Japan’s 1947 constitution to normalize 
the status of the country’s armed 
forces and remove the document’s 
famous pacifism clause (Article 9). 
The Japanese public remains opposed 
to such a change, and Abe’s Liberal 
Democrats (LDP) have commanded 
their strong parliamentary majorities 
in coalition with the centrist Buddhist 
group Komeito, which has pacifist 
roots. Because a constitutional revision 
requires a two-thirds majority in each 
house of parliament and a simple 
majority in a national referendum, Abe 
has never been able to realize his dream.

As for his legacy, Abe will be 
remembered as a traditionalist (in 
Japanese terms). Within the LDP, he 
leads a group of “new conservatives” 
who advocate a strong state, central 
leadership, established values, and 
– most of all – a more robust and 
autonomous foreign and defense policy. 
On these priorities, he has delivered.

At times, he has pursued a slavishly 
close relationship with Trump. But he 

has also sought to carve out a more 
autonomous role for Japan on issues 
like trade. In 2017, he led the effort to 
salvage the 12-country Trans-Pacific 
Partnership following the Trump 
administration’s withdrawal from 
that deal. Japan has also negotiated a 
bilateral free trade arrangement with 
the European Union, and will shortly 
complete a parallel deal with the 
United Kingdom.

Abe has also strengthened Japan’s 
defense relationship with India. By 
emphasizing a revisionist view of 
Japan’s wartime history, however, 
he has brought relations with South 
Korea – Japan’s closest neighbor and a 
fellow US security ally – to a new low 
following that country’s leftward turn.

The race among potential successors 
within the LDP has been covertly 
underway for several months. But it is 
already clear that none of the leading 
contenders – defense minister Taro 
Kono, former foreign minister Fumio 
Kishida, the cabinet secretary Yoshihide 
Suga, nor even Abe’s old rival, Shigeru 
Ishiba – will want to soften the country’s 
foreign-policy stance. If anything, they 
may compete to appear even stronger 
on security issues, advocating more 
military spending, pre-emptive strike 
capabilities against North Korean 
missile threats, or tougher action 
against Chinese maritime incursions in 
the East China Sea.

No Japanese prime minister since 
the end of the American occupation 
in 1952 has been able to contemplate 
seriously any kind of rupture with the 
US. But, recognizing that America has 
become a less reliable and cooperative 
ally, especially under Trump, Abe 
has prepared the ground for Japan to 
develop a more independent voice as 
it builds its own network of partners 
around the world. That strategy is here 
to stay.

Bill Emmott is a former editor-in-chief of 
The Economist.
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This year we celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of 
establishing the bilateral 
relations between the 

Republic of Poland and the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. On May 3rd, 1995, 
official diplomatic relations between 
the two countries were established. In 
June 1998, the Polish Embassy was 
opened in Riyadh. During this time, 

Riyadh – Polish Embassy

Shared interests, and mutual respect shaping the fruitful cooperation 
between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia the Republic of Poland

several high-level visits were held, 
bilateral agreements were signed and 
three sessions of the Joint Polish–Saudi 
Bilateral Commission were held.

First contacts 
The first contact between the 

Republic of Poland and the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia took place in the late 
1920s. However, it is worth recalling 

that outstanding Poles had traveled 
and ventured to the territory of today’s 
Saudi Arabia much earlier. 

In the 19th century, Arabia was visited 
by at least three of our compatriots 
(Count Wacław Rzewuski, Count 
Juliusz Dzieduszycki, and Ignacy 
Żagiell). W. Rzewuski (1784-1831) 
- also known as Emir Taj, has visited 
Arabia in 1817-1820. He described 
his travels in diaries written in French, 
entitled Sur Les Chevaux et Provenants 
des Races Orientales. J. Dzieduszycki 
(1817-1885) visited - among others - 
Hail region and Mount Szammar in 
1844-1845. During the trip, he bought 
8 horses from an Al-Rashid family. In 
the second half of the 19th century, 
Ignacy Żagiell (1826-1891), a Polish 
traveler, doctor and naturalist resided 
in the Arabian Peninsula. Interwar 
period. In June 1929, a representative 
of King Abdulaziz visited Warsaw. On 
March 11th, 1930, Poland formally 
recognized King Abdulaziz as the 
ruler of Nejd, Hijaz and Dependent 
Territories. At that time, Poland was 
the ninth country to establish official 
relations with Saudi Arabia. In May 
1930, a delegation came to Jeddah, 
headed by Count. Edward Raczyński 

and Mufti of the Republic of Poland 
Jakub Szynkiewicz. On May 27th, 
1932, Prince Faisal bin Abdulaziz paid 
a visit to Warsaw. He was received by 
Marshal Józef Piłsudski and President 
Ignacy Mościcki. The state of Polish-
Saudi relations in the interwar period 
was extensively described in the 
Arabic-language publication Nadwat 
al-alaqat as-su’udiyya al-bulandiyya 
[Study of Saudi-Polish Relations] 
published by the King Faisal Center 
for Research and Islamic Studies in 
Riyadh in 2008.

Modern contacts and bilateral relations
Closer cooperation began after 1989. 

After a break of over 50 years, when 
Poland regained full sovereignty and 
independence, the official contacts 
between the two countries resumed. 
Foreign ministers began regular 
meetings in New York on margins 
of the UN sessions. Since 1990, 
intensive visits and contacts of both 
countries have been recorded in 
order to establish bilateral diplomatic 
relations. On December 16th, 1990, a 
delegation chaired by Deputy Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs-J. Majewski and 
National Defense- J. Onyszkiewicz 

and WGZ- J. Kaczurby signed in 
Riyadh the “Agreement between the 
Government of the Republic of Poland 
and the Government of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia on the activities of 
the Polish auxiliary contingent on 
the territory of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia” and “Agreement between the 
Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland and the Ministry 
of Defense of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia”. Important visits to developing 
diplomatic relations included arriving 
in Saudi Arabia, the Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and the Minister from 
Chancellery of the President of Poland 
in 1992. 

Embassies in Saudi Arabia and Poland
On May 3rd, 1995, official diplomatic 

relations were established by signing 
the Protocol on the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between the 
Republic of Poland and the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. Preparatory work related 
to the establishment of the Embassy 
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Prince Faisal bin Abdulaziz, then, 
with President Ignacy Moscicki 
and other Polish officials.
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of the Republic of Poland in Saudi 
Arabia began in the mid-1990s and 
lasted several years, until June 17th, 
1998, when it was officially opened. 
The event that played a decisive role in 
both - the establishment of the Polish 
mission in Riyadh and – in bilateral 
diplomatic relations was the Protocol 
on the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the Republic of 
Poland and the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. This document was prepared 
in Polish, English and Arabic. It took 
place in New York on May 3rd, 1995. 
On June 17th, 1998 the official opening 
of the Polish Embassy in Riyadh took 
place, chaired by Chargé d’Affaires a.i. 
Stanisław Smoleń. During the event, 
bilateral affairs were handed over by 
the Polish Ambassador to Kuwait Jan 
Natański to the new CDA in Riyadh. 
The submission of credentials by 
the first Polish Ambassador in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Krzysztof 
Płomiński, took place in October 1999. 
He was the Head of Mission until 2004. 

The next Ambassadors were: Adam 
Kułach and Witold Śmidowski. The 
current Head of Mission since 2018 is 
Ambassador Jan Stanisław Bury. The 
Polish diplomatic mission in Riyadh 
is located in the center of the capital, 
in Al-Wurud district. In 2000 the 
Honorary Consulate of the Republic 
of Poland was opened in Jeddah 
headed by Sheikh Hassan Omar Attar. 
On February 2nd, 2013, the Military 
Attaché Office was opened at the 
Embassy of the Republic of Poland in 
Riyadh.

In August 2000, a delegation of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs headed by 
Ambassador Osama A. Kurdi chose 
buildings in Warsaw to establish 
the Embassy of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia in Poland. In 2001, the 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia was opened in Warsaw, and 
on October 29th, 2001 and the first 
Saudi Ambassador to Poland, Osama 
Al-Sanosi, submitted credentials. On 
May 4th, 2015, the Minister of the 

Armed Forces of Poland, Grzegorz 
Schetyna, participated in the opening 
ceremony of opening of the new seat of 
the Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia in Warsaw. HH Prince Khalid 
bin Saud bin Khalid Al-Saud, Vice 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Saudi 
Arabia, patronized the ceremony.

Establishing diplomatic relations
On May 3rd, 1995, a Protocol on the 

establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the Republic of Poland and 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was 
signed in New York to establish 
diplomatic relations between the 
Republic of Poland and the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. In August 1995, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Władysław 
Bartoszewski and Deputy Minister of 
International Cooperation J. Kamiński 
came to Riyadh. In April 1999, Saudi 
Arabia was visited by Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Radosław Sikorski. 
In May 1999, the visit of the Chairman 
of the Advisory Assembly, Sheikh 
Mohammad I. bin Jubeir, to Poland at 
the invitation of the Heads of the Sejm 

and Senate, while in September 1999 
a delegation of the Saudi Minister of 
Higher Education took place. In the 
same month, the Minister of Oil and 
Mineral Resources, Ali Al-Naimi, 
participated in the UN Conference on 
Climate Change in Warsaw. On March 
28-30th, 2000, the Vice Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Dr. Nizar O. Madani 
paid a visit to Warsaw. He was 
accompanied by the Undersecretary of 
State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
for economic and cultural affairs, 
Dr. Yusuf Saadoun. The delegation 
was received by President of Poland 
Aleksander Kwasniewski. In April 
2000, a visit was made by Minister 
of Economy J. Steinhoff, who was 
received by the Crown Prince Abdullah 
and Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of 
Defense, Prince Sultan. On April 25th, 
2000, Ambassador Krzysztof Płomiński 
submitted credentials to King Fahd in 
Jeddah as the first Polish ambassador to 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. In June 
2000, the Polish Consulate in Jeddah 
was created, headed by Honorary 
Consul - Sheikh Hassan Omar Attar. In 

May 2001, a delegation of experts from 
the Ministry of Defense and Aviation 
of Saudi Arabia visited Poland.

Framework Agreement
In 2003, numerous visits of 

representatives of Polish ministries 
related to security affairs took place. 
In April 2003, the Head of the Foreign 
Intelligence Agency, Minister Z. 
Siemiątkowski, paid a visit to Riyadh. 
In September 2003, the Minister of 
National Defense of the Republic of 
Poland Jerzy Szmajdziński visited 
Saudi Arabia. On October 11th, 2003, 
The Framework Agreement between 
the Government of the Republic 
of Poland and the Government of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on 
cooperation in the fields of economy, 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz, 
Governor of Riyadh Region,
and Polish Ambassador Jan 
Stanislaw Bury, at the Polish 
National Constitution Day 
reception held in Riyadh.

His Highness Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan Al-Saud, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, with Polish 
President Andrzej Duda on 
a diplomatic visit to Poland, 
September 2020.
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trade, investment, technology, culture, 
tourism, youth, and sport was signed. 
In February 2004, representatives of 
the Polish Ministry of Interior visited 
Saudi Arabia (Negotiations regarding 
the agreement on combating organized 
crime). In the same month, the visit 
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Saudi Arabia to Poland, Prince Saud 
Al-Faisal- took place. In March 2004, 
a visit by a delegation of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia to Poland took place. 
President Aleksander Kwasniewski 
paid a visit to Jeddah and Riyadh.

Medical cooperation
On January 3rd, 2005, there was a 

successful operation of separating the 
Polish Siamese twins at the National 
Guard Hospital in Riyadh, financed by 
Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz. 
In 2005, Prime Minister Marek Belka 
took part in the funeral ceremonies of 
King Fahd. In January 2006, political 
consultations took place with the 

Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs -W. 
Waszczykowski in Riyadh. His Saudi 
counterparts were: Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs N. Madani and Director 
of the EU Department Prince Muhammad 
bin Faisal. After the ministerial meeting 
of the GCC-EU in May 2007 in Riyadh, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs Anna 
Fotyga held bilateral consultations with 
the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Saudi Arabia Nizar bin Obaid Madani, 
during which an agreement on political 
consultations and cooperation between 
foreign ministries was signed. In June 
2007, King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-
Saud came on an official visit to Poland 
at the invitation of the President of the 
Republic of Poland Lech Kaczyński. 
The king was awarded the Order of the 
White Eagle. Official meetings with 
President Lech Kaczyński and Prime 
Minister Jarosław Kaczyński took place.

Combating organized crime
Five bilateral agreements and 

arrangements were signed regarding 

cooperation in the field of: combating 
organized crime, science and higher 
education, health and sport protection. 
In July 2007, the visit of the Minister 
of Oil and Mineral Resources Ali Al-
Naimi to Poland and the visit of the Vice 
Minister of Defense and Aviation of 
Saudi Arabia, Prince Khaled bin Sultan 
in Poland took place. In February 2011, 
the visit of Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Economy Waldemar 
Pawlak to Riyadh, participation in the 
International Energy Forum IEF and 
signing the Convention between the 
Republic of Poland and the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia on the avoidance of 
double taxation and prevention of tax 
evasion in the field of income taxes 
took place. On October 7th, 2011, 
the 1st Meeting of the Polish-Saudi 
Commission for Bilateral Cooperation 
took place in Warsaw. On October 
25th, 2011, a Polish delegation 
headed by the Secretary of State of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Jan 
Borkowski, expressed condolences 
for the death of the Crown Prince of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia-Prince 
Sultan bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud. In April 
2012, an official visit of the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Poland, 
Donald Tusk, and his wife took place. 
The Prime Minister’s delegation was 
also accompanied by the Minister 
of National Defense, the Minister of 
the Treasury and Deputy Ministers 
of Finance, Economy, Science and 
Higher Education, as well as the 
Deputy Ministers of Treasury and 
Foreign Affairs, accompanied by 
representatives of economic, financial 
and business institutions. In November 
2012, Saudi Arabia was visited 
by Lieutenant General Waldemar 
Skrzypczak, Vice Minister of National 
Defense. In December 2012, Riyadh 
and Jeddah held a women’s economic 
mission headed by Vice Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Beata Stelmach. 
On October 08th, 2013, President 
Bronisław Komorowski and his wife 
came on an official visit to Saudi Arabia. 

The host of the visit was the then Crown 
Prince and Minister of Defense Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud. On January 
13-16, 2014, the Minister of Culture 
and National Heritage of the Republic 
of Poland Bogdan Zdrojewski visited 
Saudi Arabia. 

Joint Polish-Saudi excavations
On March 1, 2014, the 2nd session 

of the Polish-Saudi Joint Commission 
took place, chaired by the Deputy 
Minister of Economy of the Republic 
of Poland Dariusz Bogdan. In October 
2014, agreements were signed to 
conduct joint Polish-Saudi excavations 
at the Aynuna site in the Tabuk 
province on the Red Sea between the 
Center of Mediterranean Archeology 
of the University of Warsaw and the 
Saudi Committee on Tourism and 
Antiquities. On December 4th, 2014, 
Tomasz Siemoniak, the Deputy Prime 
Minister and the Minister of National 
Defense, visited Saudi Arabia. On 
January 26th, 2015 Polish delegation, 
headed by the Deputy Prime Minister 
and the Minister of National Defense T. 
Siemoniak, visited Riyadh to express 
condolences after the passing of King 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud. In 
April 2015, Undersecretary of State K. 
Kacperczyk held political consultations 
with the Undersecretary of State in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Saudi 
Arabia, Dr. Khalid I. Jindan. On May 
11-13th, 2016, the 3rd meeting of the 
Polish-Saudi Commission for Bilateral 
Cooperation under the chairmanship of 
Undersecretary of State in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Joanna Wronecka and 
Undersecretary of State in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia Yousuf bin Tarrad Al-
Saadon was held in Warsaw. On July 
18, 2016, in Brussels, on the margins of 
the 25th Joint Meeting of the Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs of the EU countries 
and the GCC, bilateral consultations 
took place between Deputy Minister 
J. Wronecka and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia, Adel 

Aljubeir. On September 19, 2017, on 
the sidelines of the 72nd session of the 
UNGA in New York, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs W. Waszczykowski 
held consultations with the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia. In 
2017, the President of the Republic of 
Poland Andrzej Duda sent an invitation 
to the King of Saudi Arabia to pay a 
visit to Poland. On October 10th, 2018, 
Minister Michał Kurtyka, Secretary of 
State at the Ministry of Environment, 
visited Riyadh as part of the Polish 
Presidency of the COP and preparations 
for the COP24 climate summit in 
Katowice. During a visit to Saudi 
Arabia, Minister Kurtyka met with 
Khalid Al-Falih, Minister of Energy, 
Industry and Natural Resources. On 
February 4, 2019 in Brussels, on the 
margins of the Ministerial Meeting of 
the EU and the League of Arab States, 
a meeting of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Jacek Czaputowicz with Adel 
Aljubeir, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Saudi Arabia, took place. On 
February 14-15th, 2019, Minister Adel 
Aljubeir chaired the Saudi delegation 
of the Warsaw Ministerial Meeting 
devoted to peace and security-building 
in the Middle East (The Ministerial to 
Promote a Future of Peace and Security 
in the Middle East). On April 16th, 
2019, a meeting of the delegation of 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs experts at 
the King Salman Humanitarian Aid 
and Relief Center, KSRelief, in Riyadh 
took place. Then, on April 19th, 2019, 
the visit of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Jacek Czaputowicz to Riyadh 
took place, during which meetings 
with the Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Adel Aljubeir and the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Dr. Ibrahim Al-
Assaf were held.

We are currently working on the 
organization of the Fourth Session 
of the Joint Polish–Saudi Bilateral 
Commission. There are also two new 
bilateral agreements being negotiated 
in the field of visa exemptions and on 
facilitations in civil aviation.

High-level bilateral talks between 
Saudi Arabia and Poland.
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Poland remains economically stable, 
catching up with highly developed 
markets in the EU with a GDP of around 
500 billion EUR. “We are committed 
to further strengthening economic ties 
with the Kingdom, which also became 
our largest trading partner in the GCC 
in 2016,” said the envoy, adding that 
the prospective relations between our 
countries are not only reflected in 
the official visits but furthermore in 
economic figures.

The total Saudi-Polish trade reached 
over $2,715 million in 2019, including 
exports of $782 million, and imports 
of $1,932 million. The trade turnover 
in the first half of 2020 amounted to 
$1,113 million including $479 million 
of exports and imports of $634 million. 
Asked about the business relations 
between the two countries, Ambassador 
Bury said that Zamil Steel, Saudi 
Amiantit, the SABIC petrochemical 
business office, Verity Development 
Sp. zo. o. in Wroclaw (branch of the 
international investment group Verity 
Group), plants of AMITECH Poland 
in Gdańsk, and Arabian Horse Center 
near Plonsk are some well-known 
Saudi investments in Poland.

Also, Saudi company United 
Farmers Holding Company bought the 

company Continental Farmers Group, 
managing 2700 hectares of agricultural 
land in Poland. He pointed out that a 
joint venture of Elektrobudowa Konin 
has been operating in Riyadh since 
2008. In April 2012, Grupa LOTOS 
SA purchased, as part of the test 
delivery, 60,000 tons of crude oil. In 
2014, Techglass launched a contract 
for the construction of bottled glass 
plants. Many other Polish companies 
like Mokate, Mlekovita, Wawel, Agus, 
Nałęczowianka, Inglot, Poca & Poca, 
and Karmello are active in the Saudi 
market. The Polish Embassy in Riyadh 
regularly organized Polish information 
stands at significant trade fairs (Saudi 
Food, Saudi Build, Medexpo). The 
Alstom plant at Chorzów produced 
metro cars for Riyadh Metro. The first 
delivery took place in January 2017 
with the deadline for completion by 
the end of 2018.

Ambassador Bury pointed out 
that the contract for the supply of 
1,200 tank wagons produced by 
Greenbrier Wagony Świdnica SA for 
the Saudi Arabia Railway (SAR) was 
commenced in the first quarter of 2016 
at a total value of $400 million. The 
delivery of railway wagons was to 
be completed by the end of 2018. At 

present, the ZWSE Rzeszów power 
lines contracting company has its 
permanent office in Riyadh. He called 
on Saudi businessmen to explore 
Poland’s technological expertise 
in biotechnology, information, and 
communication technology or ICT. 
“Made in Poland more frequently 
means creative, innovative, advanced 
and top quality,” said the ambassador, 
adding that the dynamic international 
expansion of Polish companies allows 
strengthening their competitive 
advantage globally.

Ambassador Bury pointed 
out that Poland is the leading 
economy of the whole Central 
European region, which ranked 
the 21st of the largest world 
economies according to the 
latest World Bank data (2018).

Saudi-Polish Ties

Poland and Saudi Arabia have 
reported progressively growing 
relations in the recent past. 

The two countries have been working 
closely to boost links in political, 
economic and cultural fields. Polish 
Ambassador Jan Stanislaw Bury 
said: “I was happy to hear that Saudi 
authorities recently described our 
mutual relations as ‘special.’ The 
Kingdom is also our largest economic 
partner in the region. After the difficult 
period caused by the coronavirus 
epidemic, we plan to extend cultural 
ties.” He said that Poland considers 

Saudi-Polish relations are underpinned 
by political, economic, and cultural ties, 
which are bolstered by common values 
and mutual positive perceptions. “During 
the recent two years we can observe 
a surge in the intensity of our mutual 
relations,” said Poland’s Ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia Jan Stanislaw Bury, in an 
interview with The Diplomat magazine, 
in Riyadh recently. “From the political 
point of view, the Kingdom is Poland’s 
strategic partner in the Middle East,” said 
the envoy, while giving an overview of the 
relations between the two countries.

Saudi Arabia as a strategic partner in 
the Gulf Region and the Middle East 
and recognizes its role, both in regional 
and international affairs, as the largest 
Arab country in the Middle East, of 
a significant character in the Muslim 
world, a leading world oil exporter and 
an important Arab member of the G20.

Ambassador Bury pointed out that 
Poland is the leading economy of the 
whole Central European region, which 
ranked the 21st of the largest world 
economies according to the latest 
World Bank data (2018). Furthermore, 
despite the COVID-19 aftermath, 

SAUDI-POLISH TIES
STRONG AND GETTING STRONGER

Mr. Jan Stanislaw Bury, Poland’s 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia.

A view of downtown 
Warsaw, the capital and 
largest city of Poland.

By The Diplomat Staff
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technological cooperation, and the 
supply of equipment and armament to 
the Kingdom.

He said that the commitment of 
the Polish side was manifested when 
the SAMI delegation was received 
by the Polish President’s Chief 
of Chancellery, Minister Halina 
Szymanska, and the Secretary of 
State at the Ministry of National 
Assets, Minister Maciej Malecki, 
who supervises the Polish Armaments 
Group. “We hope that after the 
lockdown caused by the coronavirus 
epidemic the mutual cooperation will 
resume,” said the diplomat, while 
referring to the growth in tourism 
traffic between the two countries.

Last year, almost 8000 Saudis visited 
Poland, which represents a consistent 
growth in the number of tourists. Their 
primary destinations were Warsaw 
and Cracow, but also Zakopane 
next to the Tatra Mountains, and the 
medieval salt mine at Wieliczka near 
Cracow. Presumably, because of the 
2020 lockdowns, the number of Saudi 
tourists will unfortunately decrease. 
The Polish Tourism Organization 
promoted Poland during the Riyadh 
and Jeddah roadshows organized by the 
Visegrad Group (V4) in the past. “Let 
me mention that there were also Polish 
tourists heading to the Kingdom when 
the e-visa system was introduced last 
year,” said Ambassador Bury, adding 
further that almost 1000 Poles visited 
Saudi Arabia between September 2019 
and February 2020. “We predict that 
the trend will grow in the next years,” 
he observed.

Asked about existing cooperation 
or possibilities of cooperation in the 
entertainment sector, he said that 
“Poland has a lot to offer in the creative 
and entertainment sector and the 
cultural industry, and we try to draw the 
Saudi side’s attention to them. There 
are dedicated schools in Poland in 
antiquities protection and preservation, 
in film making that is probably second 
best in the world after ‘Hollywood,’ 

and in digital film processing. “We 
hope to develop closer cooperation in 
these fields in the future,” he remarked.

Asked about the visit of Muslim World 
League (MWL) Secretary-General 
Dr. Mohammad bin Abdulkarim Al-
Issa and American Jewish Committee 
(AJC) CEO David Harris, who then 
made a groundbreaking joint visit 
of Muslims and Jews to Auschwitz, 
the infamous Nazi German death 
camp, early this year and its outcome, 
Ambassador Bury said that “the visit 
was pivotal because Dr. Mohammad 
bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa was the 
first highest-level representative of 
the world Muslims to pay a visit to 
the Auschwitz Nazi German death 
camp”. “This was very well received 
in Poland and also abroad, and showed 
understanding and compassion to the 
tragedies that took place there during 
World War II,” said the diplomat. It 
was also perceived as an important part 
of the interreligious dialogue. What 
was particularly remarkable is

that Dr. Al-Issa led a delegation of 
over 60 prominent religious scholars. 
His message showed Islam in a 
very positive light. Polish Muslim 
community leader, Mufti Tomasz 
Miskiewicz, was also present there.

On Poland’s position on key 
regional issues including the conflict 
in Yemen, the Syrian crisis, Iranian 
intransigence, and ME Peace 
Process, Ambassador Bury said 
that as far as the Yemen conflict is 
concerned, Poland believes that only 
a political agreement can solve it. 
“Poland’s participation in the annual 
conference of high-level donors on 
the humanitarian crisis in Yemen, 
which took place in the form of a 
teleconference from Riyadh, confirms 
our continued interest in Yemen at a 
time of growing humanitarian needs 
around the world,” said the envoy.

“On Syria, we believe that a lasting 
solution to the conflict can only be 
achieved through a political process, 
in line with the UN SCR 2254 (2015) 

and the 2012 Geneva Communiqué,” 
he said. He said that Poland also 
invariably supports a peaceful solution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict based 
on a two-state solution, guaranteeing 
the security issue of Israel, which 
would result in an independent, 
democratic and sovereign Palestine, 
existing in peace with Israel. Further 
tensions and incidents in the Gulf 
region may, even against the will of 
the parties, take an unpredictable turn, 
hence de-escalation is necessary. The 
JCPoA remains an essential component 
of the global WMD non-proliferation 
architecture. “However, the reduction 
of Iran’s obligations under the JCPOA 
is a concern to us,” said the ambassador. 
Further erosion of the agreement will 
make it inevitable to start negotiations 
on a long-term and comprehensive 
agreement in the future.

On the political situation in Poland 
following the country’s presidential 
election, he said that “Mr. Andrzej 
Duda has won a second term as 
president, hence Poland’s Mid-Eastern 
policy will remain unaffected”. On the 
question of priorities of the Riyadh-
based Polish embassy, Ambassador 
Bury said that his priority as a 
representative of his country is to 
elevate the mutual relations to the 
strategic level in line with the Polish 
Government’s stance. “My work is 
somehow limited to everyday shuttling 
between home and the workplace, 
and the officials who I visit; I wish I 
could more profoundly visit the places 
around the Kingdom and meet its 
people,” he said.

Polish entrepreneurs are 
entering foreign markets 
with confidence, winning new 
contracts, and marking their 
presence. Polish companies 
are opening outlets all over 
the world offering services 
from software solutions to real 
estate management.

Saudi-Polish Ties

Polish entrepreneurs are entering 
foreign markets with confidence, 
winning new contracts, and marking 
their presence. Polish companies are 
opening outlets all over the world 
offering services from software 
solutions to real estate management. 
“Our flagship export sectors - F&B, 
beauty, and design - became Polish 
trademarks,” he said.  

Asked about any plan for a Saudi 
official or delegation to visit Poland or 
vice-versa in near future, Ambassador 
Bury said: “We count very much on 
an invitation for the Polish President 
for the G20 Summit in Riyadh. After 
that, the current main goal is to co-
organize the fourth high-level Polish-
Saudi Cooperation Commission in 
Riyadh, in which the ministers and 
members of the industry and business 
of both countries will participate.” On 
the question of oil imports from the 
Kingdom, he said that the Polish oil 

and petrochemical industry has been 
successfully pursuing a strategy of oil 
import diversification.

Saudi partners have been perceived 
as reliable and trustworthy, therefore 
the bilateral cooperation has been 
expanding and over 50 percent of 
crude imports by PKN Orlen come 
from outside of Russia, with Saudi 
contracts leading the way from 2016, 
with multiple deliveries every month. 
The cooperation is not one-way. 
The Aramco Trading Company is a 
recipient of the heavy fuel oil made by 
Orlen Lietuva. The long-term contract 
between PKN Orlen and Saudi Aramco 
was in force until the end of 2018 with 
the option of prolonging for subsequent 
years.

The envoy said that Orlen praised 
the cooperation with Saudi Aramco, 
particularly it’s quality and reliability 
both during favorable and unfavorable 
market realities that the companies 
were facing. Saudi crude oil is well 
allocated at Orlen’s facilities. The 
only obstacle in increasing the Saudi 
input into Polish refineries is related 
to logistics, which influenced the final 
cost of purchases. “We hope that these 
companies will nevertheless continue 
this beneficial cooperation in the 
future that will serve as a strong base 
for expanding energy collaboration 
between Poland and Saudi Arabia,” 
said Ambassador Bury.

“We see a potential in deep 
cooperation in energy efficiency, RES 
technologies as well as nuclear energy, 
as both our countries are developing 
nuclear power programs to diversify 
its generation portfolios and decrease 
the emissions,” he added. In reply to 
a question about the status of defense 
cooperation between the two countries, 
Ambassador Bury said that a delegation 
from the General Authority of 
Military Industries (GAMI) led by His 
Excellency Ahmad Al-Ohali visited the 
Polish Armaments Group in January 
2020, which allowed the discussion 
on the possibilities of industrial and 

The number of highly advanced 
Polish technology companies 
is growing. IT, automotive, 
aviation, cosmetic, and 
pharmaceutical companies of 
global stature have located 
their R&D hubs in Poland.

Saudi-Polish bilateral talks.
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quality data that encompasses local and 
global levels, to enable more health 
systems and countries to have actionable 
insights,” Dr. Bandar Alknawy, CEO, 
Ministry of National Guard Health 
Affairs, and President of the RGDHS 
said at the conclusion of the event.

Alknawy went on to explain the 
importance of the declaration in 
tackling pandemics in the future and 
preventing another situation similar to 
the coronavirus taking place. “Digital 
and data technology will promote the 
coordinated development of shared 
global public health policies and resilient 
health and care systems in order specially 
to perform better in future pandemic 
and other health challenges,” he said. 
The Ministry of National Guard’s 
Health Affairs Department and G20 
Saudi Secretariat organized RGDHS in 
collaboration with the Saudi Center for 
International Strategic Partnership.

“We’re really overwhelmed with 
the level of enthusiasm over the 
globe as over 135,000 participants 
registered virtually for this event and 
over 300,000 unregistered viewers 
over multiple social media channels 
has re-watched this event. This is truly 
remarkable, this is really one of the 
largest virtual events ever witnessed,” 
Alknawy said in the closing ceremony. 
The summit follows an Extraordinary 
Summit of the G20 earlier this year 
in March, during which members of 
the 20 most powerful countries in the 

world all expressed their commitment 
to fighting the coronavirus pandemic 
as a united front.

Saudi Arabia has been directly 
contributing to the fight around the 
world. In June, the UK expressed 
its gratitude to Saudi Arabia for the 
donation of thousands of pieces of 
medical equipment to the country’s 
National Health Service. The 
Kingdom has also donated $150 
million to the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunization (GIVA), 
and $500 million to help international 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
pandemic. In fact, Saudi Arabia has 
taken a global leadership role in 
combating COVID 19 pandemic and 
it stands firmly in unison with the 
international community, especially 
with the G20 member states, to deal 
with this international crisis.

The Kingdom is bolstering its soft 
power and taking the lead in designing 
a global response to the coronavirus 
public health crisis. Thanks to 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
King Salman Bin Abdulaziz and Crown 
Prince Mohammad Bin Salman, Deputy 
Premier and Minister of Defense, for 
lending exceptional support to combat 
the pandemic locally, regionally, and 
globally. To this end, it is important 
to note that King Salman hosted the 
Extraordinary Virtual G20 Leaders’ 
Summit on March 26, 2020, to discuss 
the challenges posed by the outbreak of 

the COVID-19 pandemic and to forge a 
globally coordinated response.

The virtual summit of the G20 leaders 
was indeed a defining moment for 
international cooperation. The crisis is 
truly international—a global pandemic 
and a contagion in a globalized 
economy. The world leaders do realize 
that no country will be able to exit this 
crisis alone. Saudi leaders have been 
busy calling leaders across the world 
and rallying for global coordination 
in managing the COVID 19 outbreak. 
“The G20 will continue reinforcing 
global cooperation on all fronts, and 
most importantly, on closing the 
immediate health financing gap,” 
Saudi Finance Minister Mohammad 
Al-Jadaan said in a statement while 
launching the “Access to COVID-19 
Tools (ACT) Accelerator” initiative.

He added that “the international 
community is still facing extraordinary 
uncertainty about the depth and 
duration of this health crisis.” 
Notwithstanding its fight to combat 
the pandemic, the Saudi presidency 
of G20 has stepped up efforts and 
has been applauded for its role in 
suspending the debt payments for the 
77 poorest countries in the world as 
they wage an economic war against 
coronavirus. Kristalina Georgieva, 

COVID-19 Pandemic

Saudi Arabia has pledged $500 
million to support global 
efforts to combat coronavirus 

pandemic. The Kingdom has been using 
its G20 Presidency by working closely 
with the world’s largest economies to 
mobilize resources to mitigate and 
ultimately end this global health crisis. 
A major initiative in this regard was the 
hosting of the Riyadh Global Digital 
Healthcare Summit (RGDHS).

SAUDI ARABIA LEADS GLOBAL 
EFFORTS IN COMBATING COVID-19

Saudi Arabia is using its 2020 G20 presidency to focus on growth and 
diplomacy, but now it is also playing an even bigger role in healing 
the world from coronavirus pandemic. By utilizing its G20 leadership, 
Saudi Arabia has provided the platform for public and private sector 
players to collectively address our global challenge and explore ways to 
strengthen biomedical responses to the disease and build a foundation 
to help business and government adapt to massive disruptions in supply 
chains, workforce, capital flows, and other areas.

RGDHS brought together global 
leaders in healthcare systems, public 
health, digital health, academic 
institutions and businesses on August 
11-12 for a virtual summit to discuss 
the role of digital health technology 
in fighting COVID-19 and future 
pandemics. “This declaration is a call 
to action tocreate the infrastructure to 
share good digital health evidence-
based practices, and real-time high-

Mobile clinics examine people 
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
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Kingdom. This package is made up 
of SR70 billion to support the private 
sector and the central bank’s SR50 
billion to support the banking sector. 
On the other hand, Saudi Arabia’s 
Social Development Fund (SDB) has 
announced a package of more than 
SR9 billion to help micro-enterprises 
and small businesses.

The Saudi leadership has also taken 
care of its huge expatriate population, 
whose number exceeds 10 million. All 
expatriate workers have free access 
to the Kingdom’s health facilities for 
the treatment of coronavirus. They 
have also been exempted from paying 
a levy for renewal of their residence 
permits for three months. All these 
measures and the generous allocations 
for funds have been commended 
by the international community, 
global organizations, and regional 
agencies. The Foreign Ministers of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) member states hailed the efforts 
made by the Kingdom.

On its part, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) praised Saudi 
Arabia for the financial aid it has 
granted to help international fight 
against the pandemic. Dr. Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 
Director-General, expressed his 

appreciations for King Salman for 
his contribution of $500 million to 
support the world in its battle against 
COVID-19. In fact, Saudi Arabia’s 
bold, swift response to COVID-19 is a 
lesson to western countries, and means 
that there are - so far - minimal cases 
and minimal deaths in the country. 
Compare this with neighboring 
Iran, where deaths are well into four 
figures, or Turkey, where some health 
professionals speculate that 60% of the 
country is now COVID-positive.

Unlike some of its western allies, 
Saudi Arabia has taken the deadly 
coronavirus outbreak seriously from 
the very outset. Before the Kingdom 
had even recorded a single case 
of coronavirus, it banned foreign 
worshippers from performing 
pilgrimage in the holy city of Makkah, 
which no doubt halted the advance of 
the deadly disease. Compare this with, 
for example, neighboring Iran which 
publicly claimed that God will protect 
their country and encouraged absurd 
practices which allowed the spread of 
the disease in holy sites. While some 
governments have been paralyzed by 
the confusion, fear and uncertainty 
surrounding the pandemic, Riyadh has 
taken tough decisions for the greater 
good - and continues to do so.

While many airports in Europe and 
North America remain open for flights, 
the Kingdom has gone further and 
faster by suspending all international 
flights into the country for weeks 
together. It is decisive acts like these 
which give Saudis confidence in their 
ability to fight this disease. By contrast, 
Saudi Arabia has protected its people’s 
interests from day one, with citizens 
and residents finding themselves 
spoilt for choice in supermarkets, 
while shoppers in the Western world 
struggle, and sometimes fight, to 
secure basic food for their families. 
This is no accident. It is the result of 
the Kingdom’s timely and carefully 
managed response to the situation, 
including open and transparent 
communication with its people.

There has been a mass mobilization 
of Saudi government, media and civil 
society to create the kind of overnight 
awareness, focus and solidarity that is 
essential during a global pandemic. 
And it is this mobilization that is 
sorely lacking in many parts of the 
world hit hard by the pandemic.

A ceasefire proposed by the 
Saudi-led coalition fighting 
Iran-backed Houthi rebels 
in Yemen went into effect 
on April 9 as the Kingdom 
pledged $500 million to UN 
relief efforts in Yemen this 
year, and an additional $25 
million to combat the COVID 19 
pandemic. 

director of International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and David Malpass, 
president of the World Bank Group, 
praised the deal. “This is a powerful, 
fast-acting initiative that will do much 
to safeguard the lives and livelihoods 
of millions of the most vulnerable 
people,” they said in a joint statement.

The Kingdom is also playing its 
leadership role on the regional level 
during this crisis. A ceasefire proposed 
by the Saudi-led coalition fighting 
Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen 
went into effect on April 9 as the 
Kingdom pledged $500 million to UN 
relief efforts in Yemen this year, and an 
additional $25 million to combat the 
COVID 19 pandemic. The Saudi-led 
coalition on April 24 again extended 
the unilateral ceasefire in Yemen by 
one month to support efforts to contain 
the coronavirus pandemic, according 
to a report published by the state-run 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA).

Saudi Arabia will also be providing 
SR10 million to help the Palestinians 

in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
combat the coronavirus, according to 
an initiative by the Kingdom’s King 
Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief 
Center (KSrelief). On the

institutional level, the Kingdom is 
collaborating with various local and 
international organizations to contain 
the spread of this disease. Saudi 
Arabia has provided $10 million to the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
as part of its efforts to combat the 
novel coronavirus. In response to an 
urgent appeal from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and under 
the directives of King Salman, the 
Kingdom announced to provide $ 10 
million in financial support to WHO 
for urgent action needed to minimize 
the spread of COVID-19 and to 
support countries with vulnerable 
health infrastructures.

Dr. Abdullah Al-Rabeeah, Supervisor 
General of King Salman Humanitarian 
Aid and Relief Centre (KSrelief) 
said this royal directive reflected 
the Kingdom’s noble humanitarian 
role and reaffirmed its commitment 
to providing vital global assistance 
to all in need. KSrelief, he added, is 
working in cooperation with United 
Nations agencies and other leading 
humanitarian organizations in order to 
safeguard public health and well-being. 

On the local level, the Kingdom’s 
handling of COVID 19 pandemic 
has won commendations from the 
international community. Saudi 
Arabia recently signed a deal with 
China to conduct nine million tests 
for the coronavirus. The King Salman 
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center 
(KSrelief) signed the contract with 
China worth SR995 million to conduct 
the tests. The arrangement includes 
six laboratories to be set up across 
the country, 500 Chinese staff to be 
deployed in the

Kingdom, training for Saudi staff, 
and auditing for eight months.

King Salman has also announced 
an SR120 billion financial stimulus 
package to mitigate the economic 
effects of the pandemic in the 

COVID-19 Pandemic

Continuous sterilization at 
the Grand Mosque in Mecca.

Monitoring of COVID-19 
progress locally and 
internationally.
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The relationship between Saudi 
Arabia and the Philippines—
two traditionally friendly 

countries — has strengthened 
over the past decades into a 
strong partnership incorporating 
greater political, commercial, and 
manpower elements. The mutual 
support between Saudi Arabia and 
the Philippines in their respective 
multilateral aspirations is also a 
glaring proof of their longstanding 
support and trust for each other. 

These remarks were made 
by Adnan Villaluna Alonto, 
Ambassador of the Philippines 
to Saudi Arabia in the interview. 
Ambassador Adnan said: “It is 
my view that the Philippine-Saudi 
relations will flourish in the years 
to come. We are grateful to the 
Kingdom for trusting Filipinos in 
almost all of the aspects of their 
development as a nation and a 
preeminent force in the Islamic 
World.”  “The significant presence 
of Filipinos in the workforce of the 
Kingdom serves as a reminder that 
the ties are deep and lasting,” said 
the diplomat, while covering a range 
of bilateral topics including political 
and economic in his interview.

He said that the Philippines has 
a Muslim constituency consisting 
of 10% of its total population that 
considers Saudi Arabia as its spiritual 
home, ideological and religious kin. 
This effectively ensures the well-
entrenched, historical, and strong 
relations between the two countries.  
The new stage of the bilateral 
relations between the two countries 
began following the successful state 
visit of Philippines President Rodrigo 
Roa Duterte to the Kingdom on April 
112017 ,12-. The visit was considered 
a strong impetus and means in 
advancing and strengthening all 
spheres of bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries.

On the commercial front, Riyadh 
and Manila have forged closer ties. 
Total trade between the Philippines 
and Saudi Arabia was valued at $1.2 
billion in 2019, said the ambassador, 
adding that Saudi Arabia was the 
Philippines’ 19th top trading partner 
in 2019.  He pointed out that the 
Philippine exports to Saudi Arabia 
have been steadily increasing for the 
last three years. “I wish to highlight 
that Philippine exports to Saudi 
Arabia increased by 54% between 
2018 and 2019,” added the envoy. 
Philippine imports from Saudi Arabia 
were valued at $1.06 billion in 2019, 
$1.88 billion in 2018, and $1.25 
billion in 2017. 

Aside from food products, the 
Philippines is also promoting its 
garments, furniture, and beauty/
skincare products in Saudi Arabia.  
The Philippines, he said, has benefitted 

from Saudi investments in the areas 
of architecture and engineering 
consultancy, jewelry exports, and 
business process outsourcing. It is 
also important to mention here that 
bananas and pineapples compose the 
bulk of Philippine exports to Saudi 
Arabia. Petroleum products, on the 
other hand, is the Philippines’ main 
import from the Kingdom.

Asked about the possibility of 
signing a labor agreement by the 
Philippine Department of Labor and 
Employment, which will facilitate 
deployment of household workers 
including housemaids, Ambassador 
Adnan said that “a new labor agreement 
on the continued deployment of 
household service workers is still 
being negotiated. As things stand, we 
are proceeding under the terms and 
conditions of the old agreement until 
a new one is forged.”

Adnan Villaluna Alonto, Ambassador of the Philippines to Saudi Arabia 

Saudi-Philippines Ties

SAUDI ARABIA, THE PHILIPPINES 
ENJOY VERY CORDIAL RELATIONS

Bilateral merchandise trade between the Philippines 
and the Kingdom has been expanding in recent years. 
While the Philippines relies largely on Saudi Arabia’s oil 
and petroleum products, the Philippines is working to 
reduce the balance of trade by introducing more product 
exports to the Kingdom that include medium to high-
end garments; fresh and processed food including crops 
such as bananas, pineapple, mango, and other staples; 
furniture of all types and home décor; leather goods and 
fashion accessories; costume jewelry; health and wellness 
products; construction materials and industrial goods.

The Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Receives a high-level 
Filipino delegation.

By The Diplomat Staff
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(SAGIA) and private chambers of 
commerce, has agreed to send business 
delegations to the Philippines early 
this year.  The business mission was 
postponed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  “We are hopeful that said 
mission will materialize soon after 
both countries recover from this world 
crisis,” said the envoy.  

He said that the Kingdom has 
been a great ally. The Philippines, he 
said, has also been a recipient of the 
Saudi government’s humanitarian aid 
and donations amounting to at least 
$50.6 million, particularly for the 
development of Southern Philippines. 
The Saudi Fund for Development 
provided the aforementioned financial 
assistance for the implementation 
of development projects (e.g. 
infrastructure) in that part of the 
Philippines, said the envoy, while 
referring to the progressively growing 
relations between the two countries.

The two countries, he said, have 
forged closer ties in the manpower 
sector. “In 2018, the Filipino 
population in the Kingdom is pegged 
at 937,161 as per the figures supplied 
by the Ministry of Interior,” said 
Ambassador Adnan.    This number 
may have gone down in light of the on-
going COVID-19 crisis.  He said that 

“we hope to get a better picture after the 
census being undertaken by the Saudi 
government. In terms of remittances, 
Filipino workers in the Kingdom 
have sent $2 billion in 2019 and $168 
million in January 2020 alone”. 

The envoy pledged to ensure 
continued strong and lasting 
friendship between the two countries 
while protecting and promoting 
the interests and welfare of 
Filipinos living and working in the 
Kingdom. “My biggest challenge is 
the performance of my duties and 
responsibilities as a diplomat and as 
my country’s representative in Saudi 
Arabia,” said the diplomat, wishing 
to connect with his compatriots, who 
are scattered in the different regions 

of the Kingdom.  “It is with great 
relief that the communication and 
internet infrastructure of the Kingdom 
is world-class and is well-developed 
allowing me to connect with them 
using alternative electronic modes,” 
he noted.  

About his experience of living and 
working in Saudi Arabia, Ambassador 
Adnan said: “As a Muslim, Saudi 
Arabia is my spiritual home being 
the location of the two holiest sites 
of the Islamic World.  For that alone, 
it is a distinct privilege living in the 
land where Prophet Muhammad (May 
Peace be Upon Him) lived his life and 
where Islam began and flourished.”  “I 
consider it a good fortune and blessing 
from Allah to be living here and 
working for my country and people,” 
said the envoy.

Diplomatic relations between the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the 
Republic of the Philippines were 
established in 1969. The Kingdom 
inaugurated its embassy in the 
Philippines in 1972. The Philippines 

sent its first resident ambassador to 
the Kingdom in 1973. The official 
visit of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman Bin Abdulaziz 
to Manila in April 1999 (when he 
was governor of Riyadh region at the 
time) was considered as the highest 
Saudi official visit to the Philippines. 
It significantly contributed to 
strengthening the bilateral relations 
between the two countries. 

The first Philippine president who 
visited the Kingdom was the late 
President Ferdinand E. Marcos in 
March 1982. It was followed by former 
President Fidel V. Ramos’ visit to the 
Kingdom in 1994. Former President 
Joseph E. Estrada also visited the 
Kingdom in 1998 when he was Vice 
President. In 2002, former President 
Ramos visited the Kingdom again in 
response to the invitation of the former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Saudi-Philippines Ties

In reply to a question about relations 
in the field of tourism, he said that the 
Philippine Department of Tourism 
(DOT) has been actively promoting 
the Philippines as a destination for 
tourism and meetings, incentives, 
conferencing, and exhibitions 
by attending tourism promotion 
activities in Saudi Arabia such as the 
Riyadh Travel Fair (RTF) and Jeddah 
International Travel and Tourism 
Exhibition (JTTX). The DOT also 
invited the top management and 
marketing officers of tour operators in 
Saudi Arabia in familiarization tours 
to the Philippines last year, he added. 

To this end, he noted the 
exceptionally fascinating tourist 
attractions of the Philippines. “The 
Philippines boasts pristine beaches 

and exciting diving spots, natural 
wonders (mountains, rainforests, 
islands, etc.), cultural and heritage 
sites, and festivals and indigenous 
traditions,” said the diplomat. “Major 
cities in the Philippines such as Metro 
Manila, Cebu, and Davao and the 
Freeport Zones in Clark and Subic 
also offer world-class facilities for 
MICE activities. Let me, therefore, 
emphasize that It’s more fun in the 
Philippines”, he noted.

Asked about the possibility of any 
official visit, he pointed out that as 
a result of reciprocal visits of the 
officials of the Philippine House of 
Representatives (lower legislative 
body) and the Majlis Al-Shura in 2019, 
the Saudi government, led by the Saudi 
Arabian General Investments Authority 

Ambassador Adnan said: 
“It is my view that the 
Philippine-Saudi relations 
will flourish in the years to 
come. We are grateful to the 
Kingdom for trusting Filipinos 
in almost all of the aspects of 
their development as a nation 
and a preeminent force in the 
Islamic World.”  

Saudi- Filipino high-ranking talks.

A Scenic natural landscape of the 
Palawan island, the Philippines.
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The Diplomat: Saudi Arabia shares 
an excellent history of relations with 
Ukraine, and both sides have seen many 
high-level visits during the past. How 
do you personally evaluate relations 
between the Kingdom and Ukraine?

Ambassador Vadym Vakhrushev: 
Diplomatic relations between 
Ukraine and Saudi Arabia, since their 
establishment on April 14, 1993, 
have been developing in a spirit of 
friendship, mutual trust, and willingness 
to cooperate in all spheres. Kyiv and 
Riyadh have succeeded in initiating 
a dialogue at the highest political 
level, provided a platform for inter 
parliamentary contacts, introduced a 
practice for active inter-governmental 
and inter-ministerial negotiations as well 

as laid down a favorable basis for further 
business and people-to-people ties.

The relations between the two 
countries are time-tested. And in 
this respect, I cannot but mention a 
significant voice of the Kingdom in 
support of territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of Ukraine (as proved by 
voting in favor of the relevant UNGA 
resolution in March 2014). Of course, 
such decisions remain an important 
cornerstone in bilateral relations and 
impact positively on the paradigm of 
their development for a long period.

TD: Please provide an overview 
of Ukrainian-Saudi trade and 
investment relations, their volume, 
and features. Please provide statistics 
of trade and comments as to how 

they have evolved over the years.
Ambassador Vakhrushev: The two-

way trade between Ukraine and Saudi 
Arabia in 2019 amounted to $923.8 
million. This represents the Ukrainian 
exports to the tune of $ 744.4 million 
and Saudi exports to $174.9 million. 
There is a huge scope of cooperation in 
the economic sector and there is further 
scope of investment in such sectors 
as agri-food, energy, shipbuilding, 
aircraft, innovation technologies and 
IT, tourism, medicine, infrastructure, 
and industrialization.

Also, Ukraine’s IT sector is 
expanding rapidly. The IT sector 
alone contributed revenues of a 
whopping $5 billion. The number of 
Ukrainian IT professionals is about 

Interview

Ukraine, a large country in Eastern Europe, has had strong political and commercial ties, common 
values, and a shared interest with Saudi Arabia in peace, stability, growth, and development. 
Since diplomatic relations were established in 1993, the relationship has grown strongly in 
different fields. In a wide-ranging interview in Riyadh recently, Ukraine’s Ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia Vadym Vakhrushev spoke in detail about the progressively growing relations on the 
bilateral level. Ambassador Vakhrushev also announced that Saudi citizens now no longer 
require visas to visit Ukraine and they can stay in the country for up to 90 days. The move, 
effective from Aug. 1, 2020, is part of the country policy of a visa-free regime for citizens of 
Australia, New Zealand, and some Gulf countries. Here are the excerpts of the interview-

UKRAINIAN SAUDI RELATIONS
TOWARDS A STRONGER PARTNERSHIP

By Ghazanfar Ali Khan
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A stunning aerial 
view of downtown 
Kiev, Ukraine.
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Further, it is noteworthy in the 
political context that the Saudi Minister 
of Foreign Affairs H.H. Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan has accepted the invitation 
of his Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro 
Kuleba to visit Ukraine. In 2016-
2017, a fruitful exchange of visits of 
interparliamentary friendship groups’ 
to/from Saudi Arabia and Ukraine 
respectively, took place and we 
are expecting a resumption of such 
dialogue shortly.

TD: Is there any plan to hold 
meetings of the Saudi-Ukrainian 
Business Council and Saudi-
Ukrainian Joint Economic 
Commission this year or next year?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: Regular 
holding of joint meetings of the 
Ukrainian-Saudi Intergovernmental 
Commission on Trade, Economic, 
Scientific, and Technical Cooperation 
makes a positive contribution in 
achieving closer coordination on 
different issues of common interest 
especially in trade and economic 
spheres. This is the reason that we are 
paying significant attention to prepare 
for the next joint session to be held 
in Riyadh after normalization of the 
situation, as agreed before.

Minister of Environment, Water, 
and Agriculture of the Kingdom Eng. 
Abdulrahman Al-Fadley is head of the 

commission representing the Saudi 
side, and just recently in June 2020, 
Minister for Development of Economy, 
Trade, and Agriculture of Ukraine Ihor 
Petrashko was appointed as head of the 
Ukrainian side as well.

TD: What is the status of Mriya 
agriculture holding after Saudi 
Agriculture & Livestock Investment 
Company (SALIC) acquired it? 
There are also reports that Saudi 
Arabia has made its first 60,000 
tons of wheat purchase from farm 
investment in Ukraine. Please share 
detailed information about this 
purchase including value.

Ambassador Vakhrushev: Ukraine 
was always nicknamed as “the 
breadbasket of Europe” due to its highly 
fertile black soils and its strength of the 
agriculture sector. Ukraine is becoming 
an increasingly critical link in the 
global food chain, taking top world 
rankings in exports and production of 
sunflower oil and seed, honey, corn, 
wheat, and rapeseeds as well as poultry, 
dairy, and eggs.

Acquisition of the Ukrainian 
agricultural holding “Mriya” by 
the SALIC (Saudi Agricultural and 
Livestock Investment Company) in 
2018 is considered to be the largest 
contract in the agrarian sector since 
Ukraine’s independence. It was a 

well-thought-out decision, based on 
many years of SALIC’s activity in 
our country, and is a strong proof of 
the confidence of foreign reputable 
investors in Ukraine’s economy. This 
year the Saudi Grains Organization 
announced that it purchased 60,000 
tons of Ukrainian wheat from SALIC, 
the first wheat shipment from its 
investments outside the Kingdom. The 
shipment is expected to arrive in the 
Kingdom in September.

TD: What are the new developments 
in terms of cooperation in the defense 
sector and defense manufacturing? 
There are reports about Ukraine 
suspending joint ventures with Saudi 
Arabia to build An-132 aircraft. Your 
comments, please.

Ambassador Vakhrushev: Today, 
Ukraine attaches high priority to 
developing its armed forces and 
defense capabilities, as it negotiates 
for full-fledged NATO membership. In 
February 2020 agreement between the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and 
the Government of Saudi Arabia on 
cooperation in the field of defense was 
signed in the city of Kyiv during the 

Interview

200,000 with approximately 4,000 IT 
companies operating in our country. 
Today, Ukraine is home to over 100 
international research and development 
centers and counting, while there are 
about 2000 startup companies. The 
new legislation, in particular law on 
concession adopted by the Parliament 
of Ukraine, will surely attract foreign 
investors to implementation of public-
private partnership projects in the port 
industry (just in June 2020 Dubai-
based provider of worldwide smart 
end-to-end supply chain logistics, DP 
World, announced the completion of 
its acquisition of a 51% stake in TIS 
Container Terminal in the Port of 
Yuzhny, Ukraine).

Besides, a large-scale privatization 
program in Ukraine includes more than 
1000 national state-owned companies, 
factories, enterprises, and projects, that will 
eventually take the format of either private 
enterprises or public-private ownership.

TD: How many Ukrainian 
companies have direct or indirect 
presence in Saudi Arabia? Please 
provide a few names and the projects/
products they are exporting/handling?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: Due to 
various factors, including logistics, 

many Ukrainian companies have their 
regional headquarters in the UAE, 
but the understanding of the need to 
open their offices in Saudi Arabia is 
constantly growing. A major Ukrainian 
company “Interpipe” has already 
participated in the construction of 
King Abdulaziz International Airport, 
King Abdullah Financial District, 
King Abdullah Economic City in Saudi 
Arabia as well as entered the Saudi 
railway market in 2017 by delivering 
wagon and locomotive wheels to the 
Saudi Railways Organization under 
a long-term contract. Ukrainian 
“Zaporozhtransformator Private 
Joint Stock Company” – the largest 
enterprise in the former USSR 
countries and Europe in the scope of 
production of oil-immersed power 
transformers and electric reactors 
– after a long-term prequalification 
period was included into the list of 
approved suppliers of the Company 
National Grid S.A., subdivision of 
Saudi Electricity Company, and 
successfully implemented an order 
for the supply of reserve transformers 
to the Kingdom. Besides, the largest 
agricultural products company in 
Ukraine “Mironivsky Hliboproduct” 
exports poultry meat and egg products 
to the Saudi market. They are also 
studying the possibility of building a 
poultry farm in the Kingdom. Another 
vertically integrated mining and metals 
company “Metinvest” has been closely 
working with the Saudi partners for the 
last several years.

TD: Is there any plan for a Saudi 
official or delegation to visit Ukraine 
or vice-versa in the near future?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: In 
April 2020, a visit of a delegation of 
the State Aviation Administration 
of Ukraine, headed by its Chairman 
OleSaudi Arabiandr Bilchuk, was 
scheduled, but it was postponed 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
The two sides also planned to sign 
an intergovernmental air services 
agreement, but it was postponed. The 
accord is expected to be signed once 
the situation returns to normalcy.

The number of Ukrainian 
IT professionals is reaching 
200,000 with approximately 
4,000 IT companies operating 
in our country. Today, Ukraine is 
home to over 100 international 
research and development 
centers and counting, while 
there are about 2000 startup 
companies.

A charming aerial view of the 
Motherland Monument and 
Pechersk Lavra in Kiev,Ukraine.

Mr. Vadym Vakhrushev, 
Ambassador of Ukraine 
to Riyadh.
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These meetings discussed a wide range 
of current issues of bilateral cooperation, 
primarily in the political, economic, 
military, and humanitarian spheres, and 
also finally resulted in considerable 
progress in facilitating the visa 
liberalization process between Ukraine 
and the Gulf countries. I am convinced 
that these factors created a favorable 
ground for intensifying business ties 
and people-to-people contacts, and in 
the long-run – capital flows, trade, and 
joint investment projects.

TD: What is the status of 
cooperation between Prince Saud 
Al Faisal Institute for Diplomatic 
Studies and Hennadiy Udovenko 
Diplomatie following the signing of 
an MoU of cooperation?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: 
Cooperation program between 
Hennadiy Udovenko Diplomatic 
Academy of Ukraine under the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 
and Prince Saud Al-Faisal Institute for 
Diplomatic Studies under the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom was 
signed in November 2017. This resulted 
in organizing the visit of the Saudi 
delegation, headed by the Director-
General Dr. Abdullah Al-Salamah, 
to Ukraine and holding the first joint 
practical workshop “Ukrainian-Saudi 
relations. Regional issues” in April 
2018 on the occasion of the celebration 
of the 25th anniversary of Ukrainian-
Saudi diplomatic relations.

The participants exchanged views 
on the training of diplomatic personnel 
in both countries as well as discussed 
common denominators of the Ukrainian-
Saudi cooperation (food, energy, and 
cyber-securities), the situation in the 
Middle East, and Eastern Europe, and 
the Black Sea regions.

TD: Ukraine, a large country in 
Eastern Europe, has a lot to offer to 
tourists. What is the status of tourism 
relations with Saudi Arabia? How many 
Saudis visited Ukraine in 2018 and 2019?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: Our 
countries only recently have begun to 
discover each other after having long 
been influenced by lack of information 

and narrow stereotypes regarding 
hot climate, sand and oil in Saudi 
Arabia or cold winters, iron ore and 
wheat (and some famous people like 
football player Andriy Shevchenko) in 
Ukraine. But this situation, fortunately, 
is rapidly changing. For example, one 
of the popular YouTube-blogger from 
Ukraine just a few months ago visited 
the Kingdom and now his video about 
“oil, tourism and the big changes” 
in Saudi Arabia has more than 6.2 
million views.

Throughout its history, Ukraine 
has always been at the crossroads of 
different civilizations and empires, 
thus absorbed their cultural heritage, 
complemented by its own identity 
and traditions, as well as picturesque 
nature. The most popular tourist 
destinations in Ukraine are connected 
with its capital Kyiv, the city of 
Lviv near the Carpathian Mountains 
region, and the city of Odesa on the 
shore of the Black Sea (just google 
these names). All types of tourism are 
available in Ukraine: gastro-tourism, 
culture, sport and recreation, shopping, 
nightlife, medical, leisure, and even 
extreme (since the beginning of 2019, 
almost 120,000 people have visited the 

Chornobyl exclusion zone, of whom 
80% are foreigners).

The number of Saudi tourists, who 
visit Ukraine, remains relatively small 
(only nearly 5000 in 2019). But I am 
glad to note the Ukraine has announced 
visa exemption for Saudi nationals. On 
01 August 2020, Ukraine abolished 
visas for Saudi nationals. A relevant 
Decree has been adopted by President 
of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy to 
strengthening bilateral relations with 
Ukraine’s partners, providing a strong 
impetus to further intensifying business 
and people-to-people ties. According 
to the decision, the visa-free regime is 
introduced for short-term stays of up to 
90 days within 180 days. I hope that in 
the nearest future Ukraine will become 
one of the favorite tourist destinations 
for the citizens of Saudi Arabia. Besides, 
there are negotiations on launching a 
direct flight between the two countries.

visit of Assistant Minister of Defense 
Mohammad Al-Ayesh, following his 
negotiations with the Ukrainian Minister 
of Defense Andriy Zagorodnyuk.

Ukraine has full knowledge and 
know-how about space technology 
development and experience in the 
construction of spaceports, as well as 
a complete production cycle of aircraft 
and equipment. Since 2019, private 
companies are allowed to conduct space 
activities and even carry out space 
launches. Ukrainian military transport 
aircraft proved to be among the best 
ones in the whole world. Ukraine has 
world-class repair facilities, aircraft, 
and engine-building enterprises, 
facilities for personnel training, besides 
a large pool of professionals as well as 
significant research potentials. In this 
regard, I should mention the hosting 

of the major exhibitions featuring the 
aviation industry and space technology 
entitled International Aviation and 
Space Salon “Aviasvit - XXI” and 
International Specialized Exhibition 
“Arms and Security”. These exhibitions 
were attended by the Saudi delegations 
in 2018-2019.

A joint production of the multi-
purpose transport aircraft An-132D in 
2017 (through efforts of the “Antonov” 
company, “Taqnia Aeronautics” 
company, and the King Abdulaziz 
City for Science and Technology) 
demonstrated our states’ ability to 
create high-tech products at part with 
international standards. Now, this 
project is on the negotiating stage 
between the “Antonov” company and 
its Saudi counterpart.

TD: Is there any plan to hold a 
consultation meeting with the GCC 
in the foreseeable future? When was 
the last consultation meeting held 
between Ukraine and GCC within 
the framework of the MoU signed 
by the two sides earlier?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: The 
GCC countries play a crucial role in 
the current political, economic, and 
security processes in the entire Middle 
East and the Muslim world. Therefore, 
Ukraine carefully observes their social 
and economic developments as well as 
foreign policy. The Memorandum of 
Understanding on the mechanism of 
consultation between the GCC General 
Secretariat and Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Ukraine was formally signed 
in November 2017 during the official 
visit of the President of Ukraine Petro 
Poroshenko to Saudi Arabia following 
his negotiations with the Secretary-
General Dr. Abdullatif Al-Zayani. 
Also, President of Ukraine Leonid 
Kuchma met GCC Secretary-General 
Abdulrahman Al-Attiya in January 2003 
in Riyadh and in June 2004 in Kyiv, as 
well as there were many contacts at the 
level of Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Ukraine within the framework of 
the High-level Segment of the regular 
sessions of the UN General Assembly 
(for example, in 2014).

Interview

A breathtaking aerial view 
of the Independence Square 
in Kiev, Ukraine.

Ukraine is becoming an 
increasingly critical link 
in the global food chain, 
taking top world rankings 
for exports and production 
of sunflower oil and seed, 
honey, corn and barley, 
wheat, and rapeseeds as well 
as poultry, dairy, and eggs.

A fascinating  view of the 
Christmas Fair held at 
St. Sophia Square, Kyiv, 
Ukraine,  every year. 
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embassy in Riyadh is also accredited to 
the Sultanate of Oman and the Republic 
of Yemen.

TD: Tell us briefly about your 
experience of living and working in 
Saudi Arabia as an ambassador?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: I was 
appointed as the Ambassador of 
Ukraine to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia in 2014. But, I also worked 
here during 1996-2000 as the consular 
officer of the Embassy of Ukraine in 
Riyadh. I have been directly involved in 
establishing and developing Ukrainian-
Saudi relations and the promotion of 
the interests of Ukrainian diplomacy in 
the Middle East.

Undoubtedly, Saudi Arabia impresses 
the world with its current rapid changes 
and development, especially after the 
launch of “Saudi Vision 2030.” I am 
too optimistic regarding the prosperous 
future of Saudi Arabia, the prosperous 
future of my native motherland 
Ukraine; as well as about the consistent 
growth in our bilateral relations.

Interview

TD: Ukraine has its achievements 
when it comes to cinema, theatre, 
art, and music. Saudi Arabia is now 
opening its film and entertainment 
sector. Is there any existing cooperation 
or possibilities of cooperation in these 
areas between the two countries? 
Your comments, please.

Ambassador Vakhrushev: The 
Ukrainian cinema is associated with the 
world-known names of such famous 
directors as OleSaudi Arabiander 
Dovzhenko (film “Earth”) and Sergiy 
Parajanov (film “Shadows of Forgotten 
Ancestors”). Contemporary Ukrainian 
painter Ivan Marchuk was included in the 
ranking of the top 100 living geniuses, 
published by the British newspaper 
“Daily Telegraph” in 2007. Ukrainian 
singers Ruslana and Jamala won the 
Eurovision Song Contest in 2004 and 
2016. That’s only a few examples of 
Ukrainian cultural diversity.

Cultural transformations in Saudi 
Arabia took place just “yesterday”, 
but it is highly impressive in scale 
and enthusiasm. The embassy reached 
agreements on the implementation 
of some interesting projects with the 
Literary Club of Riyadh and the Saudi 
Art Association, but at the same time, 
there are many Ukrainian groups of 
animators, entertainers, and musicians, 
who participate in different cultural 
events in the Kingdom. In March 2019 
a Ukrainian group, presenting ethno-
art and ethno-sport, took part in the 

global event “Nomad Universe” in 
the framework of the King Abdulaziz 
Camel Festival. Besides, Ukraine is an 
attractive location for shooting foreign 
music clips and feature films (like the 
Saudi action series “Mamiji”).

TD: President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has declared Eid Al-Fitr 
and Eid Al-Adha as official holidays 
in Ukraine. Does it symbolize more 
tolerance and integration of Muslim 
minorities in your country? What 
about the Muslim population and 
mosques in Ukraine?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: I am 
pleased to note that the state policy 
of Ukraine concerning the Muslim 
community has been always been 
welcomed because of its spirit of 
tolerance and understanding. In 
particular, it was our country’s 
independence in 1991 that opened the 
possibility for the return of hundreds 
of thousands of the forcefully exiled 
Muslim Crimean Tatars – the people, 
destined to suffer systematically 
organized mass deportation from their 
historical homeland 76 years ago – 
in May 1944. Recently, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy announced a 
new initiative and declared Eid Al-Fitr 
and Eid Al-Adha as official holidays in 
Ukraine after he met with representatives 
of the Crimean Tatar people.

Today the legal guarantees of religious 
freedom and equal treatment by the state 
to different religions and their followers 

are enshrined in the constitution of 
Ukraine and the laws of Ukraine. There 
are many places of worship for Muslims 
all over the country, and one of them 
“Ar-Rahma Mosque”, which was built 
in its capital Kyiv. The religion of Islam 
has become an integral part of the broad 
Ukrainian identity. Today Ukrainian 
Muslims are members of the national 
Parliament, hold senior positions at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, manage 
leading media resources, and are 
recognized figures in spheres of business, 
cinema, and music. Meanwhile, Ukraine 
decided to obtain observer status at the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) and expand closer ties with this 
reputed institution representing the voice 
of the Islamic world.

TD: What is Ukraine’s official 
position on key regional issues 
including the conflict in Yemen, the 
Syrian crisis, Iranian intransigence, 
and ME Peace Process?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: Ukraine 
consistently supports all endeavors 
towards resolving conflicts in the 
Middle East region, achieving peaceful 
coexistence among its nations and 
ensuring sustainable development of 
states, with unconditional adherence 
to the principles of international law 
and respect for sovereignty, unity, 
and territorial integrity. We stand for 
unity, sovereignty, independence, 
and territorial integrity of Yemen and 
support efforts exerted by legitimate and 
internationally recognized President 
Abdo Rabbo Hadi towards restoring 
the constitutional order in the country. 
We support efforts for peace and 
security based on the National Dialogue 
Conference, the GCC Initiative, and the 
relevant UNSC resolutions.

On Syria, Ukraine has sought a 
long-term and sustainable settlement 
of the conflict in Syria is only possible 
through the full implementation and 
adherence to the word and spirit of 
the 2012 Geneva communique and 
the UNSC Resolution 2254. For 
many years, in particular, during its 
non-permanent membership in the 
UNSC in 2016-2017, Ukraine has 

advocated a principle of a two-state 
solution with Israel and Palestine 
coexisting in peace and security. We 
consistently support the peace process 
initiatives and believe that peace in the 
region can only be achieved if viable 
mutual compromises are made at the 
negotiating table. As a state that joined 
the treaty on the non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons, Ukraine stands for 
supporting efforts exerted towards the 
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free 
zone in the Middle East and the Gulf 
region as well. We are convinced that 
lasting peace, stability, and sustainable 
development in the region can be 
achieved only based on respect by its 
states for principles of non-interference 
in internal affairs, sovereignty, and 
good-neighborliness.

TD: What are the major priorities 
of the Ukraine Embassy in Saudi 
Arabia under your leadership? What 
have been the biggest challenges?

Ambassador Vakhrushev: The 
chief missions of the Ukrainian 
embassy is to represent our state, and 
to promote our national interests. We 
consider Saudi Arabia as an important 
partner in political, economic, trade, 
and other fields. To unleash this 
potential in full, Ukraine is working 
closely with the Kingdom. Besides, our 

Ukraine attaches high priority 
to developing its armed forces 
and defense capabilities, as 
well as reforming the military-
industrial complex, which is 
stipulated by the vital need 
to protect the borders of our 
state, its sovereignty and 
independence, and its declared 
course for full-fledged NATO 
membership.

A captivating view of Kiev 
from observation point over 
the Dnieper in Ukraine.

Colorful houses of the 
Vozdvizhenka elite district 
in Kiev, Ukraine.
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Nepal and the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia have always 
enjoyed cordial and friendly 
relations ever since the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations in March 1977.

Saudi-Nepal Ties

In the last four decades since the establishment of their diplomatic 
ties, the relations between Saudi Arabia and Nepal have flourished in 
different sectors. It is also predicted that this relationship will be further 
strengthened, leading to the stimulus in trade, investment, manpower 
cooperation, and cultural ties. In a wide-ranging interview with The 
Diplomat, Nepalese Ambassador Dr. Mahendra Pratap Singh Rajput 
spoke at length about the progressively growing Saudi-Nepal relations.

SAUDI-NEPAL TIES 
SCALING NEW HEIGHTS

The opening of the Saudi 
embassy in Nepal, the 
progressively growing 

political and commercial engagements, 
the consistently growing relations in the 
manpower sector, and the flow of Saudi 
aid to that South Asian country add more 
content to the bilateral relationship. The 
two countries and their private sectors 
have also evinced keen interest to boost 
links in different fields, said Nepalese 
Ambassador Dr. Mahendra Pratap 
Singh Rajput, who gave an overview of 
Saudi-Nepal relations in the interview.

Tourism can be one of the potential 
areas in the development of Nepal-
Saudi relations. Nepal can become a 
favorite destination for Saudi tourists, 
who visit abroad in large numbers 
especially during the summer. Nepal 
has tremendous scope for eco-tourism. 
Family tourism for a longer duration is 
another way to attract Saudis because of 
its climate. The fertile land and suitable 
climate for the organic products in Nepal 
could be one of the attractive areas of 
the joint venture for Saudi investors.

Ambassador Dr. Rajput said 
that “Nepal and Saudi Arabia have 
always enjoyed cordial and friendly 
relations ever since the establishment 
of diplomatic relations in March 
1977.” “Our relations are marked 
by bonds of friendship, goodwill, 
mutual understanding, shared vision, 
and cooperation,” he added. Bilateral 
relations have continued to be 
strengthened based on the five principles 
of peaceful co-existence, friendship, 
and cooperation. Both nations have 
expressed avowed commitments and 
loyalty to the principles of the United 
Nations Charter and work together in 
the United Nations as well as other 
international fora for the common 
benefit of mankind. Continued 
engagements at various levels and 
cooperation in the areas of common 
interest have nurtured our friendship. 
The Riyadh-based Nepal embassy has 
been playing an active role in promoting 
relations in different areas.

Referring to the growth in bilateral 
relations with special reference people-
to-people level contacts in recent years, 
Dr. Rajput said that a large number 
of Nepali migrant workers have 
actively contributed to the economic 
development of the Kingdom and at 
the same time supporting the national 
economy back home. They stand as a 
strong bond in our relations. “One of 
the major activities of the embassy has 
been to work in the interest of Nepali 
migrant workers, which keeps us 
engaged,” said the envoy. Every year, a 
large number of people from the Nepali 
Muslim community pay a visit to the 
holy cities of Makkah and Medinah to 
perform Haj. Likewise, some Nepali 
students are also on the rolls of different 
universities in the Kingdom to pursue 
courses in Islamic studies under Saudi 
scholarship. Harmony and co-existence 
make essential ingredients of our 
culture. People-to-people contact has 
also added value to the Nepal-Saudi 
relations. “Nepal and the Kingdom 
are working together to take this 
relationship to the next level through 

enhanced political engagement, 
economic activities, people to people 
exchanges, and through the promotion 
of cooperation in diverse fields,” said 
the ambassador. Various agreements 
that include trade, economic, technical, 
and labor cooperation are in their final 
phase of conclusion. “The embassy is 
coordinating to get these documents 
finalized soon,” noted the envoy.

He said that Saudi Arabia has been 
one of the popular destinations among 
Nepali migrant workers for many 
years. Nepali nationals are welcome in 
the Kingdom mostly because of their 
dedication to work, sincerity, diligence, 

A natural view of the 
Annapurna peak in Nepal.

Nepal Ambassador Dr Mahendra 
Pratap Singh Rajput to Riyadh.

By The Diplomat Staff
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and integrity. The major concentration of 
Nepali nationals is in sales, hospitality, 
service, transport, construction, and 
manufacturing sectors in Saudi Arabia. 
Nepali migrants have, on the one 
hand, significantly contributed to the 
economic development of the Kingdom 
and on the other hand, supported the 
national economy back home through 
remittances. Remittance has played an 
important role in Nepal’s GDP and its 
overall growth.

Giving an overview of Saudi-Nepal 
trade and investment relations, their 
volume, and features, Ambassador Dr. 
Rajput said that “a great prospect of 
economic cooperation exists between 
our two countries even though the 
current volume of trade and investment 
is modest.” Saudi Arabia is a country 
with vast oil and mineral resources and 
Nepal is in high need of oil and mineral 
products. Exports from Nepal to the 
Kingdom include more traditional 

Saudi-Nepal Ties

Nepal and the Kingdom are 
working together to take this 
relationship to the next level 
through enhanced political 
engagement, economic 
activities, people to people 
exchanges, and through the 
promotion of cooperation in 
diverse fields.

products such as handbags, carpets, 
woolen shawls, handicrafts, scarves, 
floor coverings, etc. Major import 
from Saudi Arabia includes plastics, 
poly-ethylene, polymers, blankets and 
travel rugs, gold, silver, petro-bitumen, 
lubricants, and other mineral oils, 
aluminum, floor covering textile, and 
copper. The balance of trade is in favor 
of the Kingdom. Efforts are underway 
to increase the trade and investment 
volume in the coming days.

Asked about the status of tourism 
relations between the two countries, 
Ambassador Dr. Rajput said: “The 
Gulf region is seen as a promising 
region for Nepal’s tourism. The 
number of people visiting Nepal from 
the region is increasing gradually. 
Nepal’s diplomatic missions, Nepal 
Tourism Board, Nepali travel and tour 
entrepreneurs, and individual travel 
agencies have been organizing various 
promotional events in the region to 

introduce spectacular aspects of Nepal’s 
tourism.” Nepal Embassy in Riyadh 
organizes several tourism events in the 
Kingdom annually by inviting Everest 
summiteers, travel and tour operators, 
journalists, airlines, businessmen, well-
wishers of Nepal, and people of various 
walks of life to Nepal, while we also 
participate in other tourism events.

Nepal’s many hotel and restaurant 
entrepreneurs are serving halal-certified 
food, mainly targeting people traveling 
from this region. “As we know, many 
Saudi nationals as well as people, from the 
region prefer to go abroad with families,

Nepali tour entrepreneurs have 
developed many tour packages suitable 
for all in the family,” said the diplomat. 
“We have found that Saudi nationals 
have a tremendous interest in Nepal’s 
natural heritage,” he added. Nepal has 
a very good air connection with the 

Gulf region. One of Nepal’s private 
airlines Himalaya Airlines is operating 
a direct flight between Dammam and 
Kathmandu. “We are hoping to have 
Nepal’s national carrier Nepal Airlines 
to start direct service between Riyadh 
and Kathmandu soon,” said the envoy. 
So, there are multiple airlines to choose 
from the region to travel to Kathmandu.

Asked about the major tourist 
attractions of Nepal, Ambassador Dr. 
Rajput said that Nepal is blessed with the 
virtues of nature, culture, and adventure, 
among others. The combination of the 
unparalleled beauty of nature, plural yet 
harmoniously organized and spiritually 
united social system, cultural heritage, 
and wildlife sanctuaries, among others, 
make this Himalayan nation as an all-time 
tourism destination. “We possess eight of 
the 10 highest mountains in the world 
including Sagarmatha (Mt. Everest), the 

highest peak of the world,” said the envoy.
Along the mid-hills and the Himalayas, 

Nepal has some of the best and bio-
physically and culturally diverse trekking 
trails, which can’t be compared with such 
locations anywhere in the world. The 
immense diversity of Nepal’s flora and 
fauna, the panoramic views of the endless 
snow-capped mountains, snow-fed rivers, 
lakes, and glaciers as well as endless 
options from canoeing, bungee jumping, 
rock climbing, expedition, trekking, 
hiking, rafting, and many more have won 
the hearts of tourists or businessmen. The 
mountain flights provide breathtaking 
views of Himalayas.

The awe-inspiring 
Nepal Old Town.

A Colorful landscape of high 
Himalayan mountains, beautiful 
curving river, green forest, blue sky 
with clouds and yellow sunlight at 
sunset in summer in Nepal. 
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The ambassador pointed out that 
Nepal’s National Parks and wildlife 
reserves provide visitors the best view 
of wildlife sanctuaries especially the 
rare species like the one horn Asian 
Rhino, the Royal Bengal Tiger, and 
the Asiatic elephant, hundreds of birds, 
and butterflies, and other wildlife. “On 
top of that, we have a very simple 
visa procedure…tourists from many 
countries get the visa upon arrival at 
Kathmandu international airport,” said 
the envoy, adding that the visas are also 
issued on overland immigration points. 
Saudi nationals can obtain a visa upon 
arrival in Nepal, he said.

Predicting growth in terms of bilateral 
relations in years to come, Ambassador 
Dr. Rajput said that high-level visits 
between the two countries have greatly 
contributed to enhancing the relations. 
There had been high profile official 
visits between Nepal and Saudi Arabia 
in the past. Similarly, the exchange of 
visits at a ministerial, parliamentary, 
and senior official level have taken 
place over the years. Both countries 
have realized the need for frequent 

visits at various levels to further 
enhance bilateral relations. Besides, 
realizing the need for the importance 
and significance of visits at the private 
sector level, we are also working on the 
visits of business and trade delegation. 
“We are sure that the bilateral relations 
between the Kingdom and Nepal will 
touch new heights in the foreseeable 
future,” he observed.

Asked about the Saudi assistance 
provided to Kathmandu, Ambassador Dr. 
Rajput said: “Saudi Arabia has remained 
Nepal’s important development partner 
for several years.” The Ministry of 
Finance of Nepal and the Saudi Fund 
for Development (SDF) have recently 
concluded a concessional loan agreement 
titled "Program for Reconstruction of 
Houses, Health and Education Facilities 
in Earthquake Affected Areas" amounting 
to SR112.5 million, primarily to support 
the post-earthquake reconstruction of 
individual houses, health and education 
facilities that were devastated by the 
earthquake in 2015.

The ambassador pointed out that 
Saudi Arabia has also provided loan 

assistance to Nepal through SDF 
for some development projects in 
hydropower, highways, and irrigation 
sectors. Marsyangdi hydropower, East-
West Highway, and Bagmati I and II 
are the projects currently developing 
under the Saudi fund. Other areas of 
cooperation include upliftment of the 
certain rural community, agricultural 
development, and emergency assistance.

Speaking about the state of the 
Nepalese economy, the envoy said that 
almost all economic, social, and physical 
infrastructure development indices have 
been satisfactory in the year 2019. The 
national economy has moved toward 
achieving high economic growth due to 
the factors including improvements in the 
investment environment and increasing 
development activities at the local levels. 
Per capita income has increased due to the 
expansion of economic activities. Saving 
capacity has increased with the growth 
in GDP. But the only worry is pandemic 
COVID-19, which has created problems 
globally and for all countries. Nepal, for 
its part, has geared itself well to cope with 
this pandemic. Undoubtedly like other 
countries, the COVID-19 will have an 
adverse impact on the economy of Nepal.

Asked about the major priorities and 
challenges of the Nepal embassy amid 
the steady growth in bilateral relations 
between the Kingdom and Nepal, 
Ambassador Dr. Rajput said: “The 
embassy works towards ensuring that 
Nepali migrant workers are safe at their 
jobs, salaries are paid on time and as per 
agreement with the government of Nepal 
and the accommodation for workers are 
safe and hygienic. This is the number 
one priority of the embassy.” Similarly, 
the embassy works tirelessly to further 
strengthening the existing bilateral 
relations between our two nations by 
exploring and expanding the areas of 
cooperation. This has remained another 
priority of the embassy. Largescale 
malpractices in the recruitment process 
at home and exploitation in the entire 
duration of employment of a large 
number of Nepali migrant workers, 

particularly unskilled and illiterate 
ones, has become a huge challenge to 
the embassy. There are fantastic laws, 
rules, and regulations of the Saudi 
government in place to protect the 
workers. However, the implementation 
of these government provisions in 
many companies is far below a basic 
norm. We know the kafala system was 
introduced with very good intentions to 
protect the workers from exploitation.

Asked about an increasingly large 
number of Saudi and Gulf youngsters, 
who have shown keen interest to visit 
Nepal and climb on the highest peak 
of Mount Everest, Ambassador Dr. 
Rajput said that the Nepal embassy 
will do its best to facilitate the visit of 
young Saudi mountaineers. The Everest 
region itself is more than just climbing 
Mount Everest and make a trek around. 
It is a life-changing experience. Located 
in the Eastern province of Nepal, this 
region is the world’s most challenging 
place to visit. Vast glaciers, icefalls, 
the mountains, deep valleys, precious 
settlements, adventurous people are 
some of the features of the region. This 
region is located in the world heritage 
sites as well. Climbing Mount Everest 
or trekking in the region has started to 
become popular among nationals in 
the Gulf. Many climbers from the Gulf 
region have made a successful journey to 
the top of the world. Nepalese embassies 
in the Gulf region and the embassy in 
Riyadh have honored the successful 
summiteers on many occasions. These 
summiteers have also been an inspiration 
to many youths in the region.

On a concluding note, while narrating 
his experience of living and working 
in Saudi Arabia; Ambassador Dr. 
Rajput said: “It is my honor to serve as 
an ambassador of Nepal to this great 
country, it’s been three years since my 
arrival here in the Kingdom. I have 
traveled to many parts of this country 
and saw a beautiful landscape and varied 
geography. Wherever I visited, I found 
Saudi people very friendly, warmhearted, 
and hospitable, which gives me a feeling 

of being at home.” He said that the 
Kingdom’s rich history, world heritage 
sites, and unique culture have remained 
as my areas of interest. The wise and 
adoring leadership of Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques King Salman Bin 
Abdulaziz has always kept the citizens 
of the Kingdom happy. I have truly been 
impressed by the Saudi development 
initiative popularly known as Saudi 
Vision 2030 introduced by Crown 
Prince Mohammad bin Salman, deputy 
premier and minister of defense. His 
farsighted vision to diversify the Saudi 
economy from the current petroleum-
based economy is a commendable and 
visionary plan. “I have had an opportunity 
to visit the NEOM project area where 
the Kingdom is expecting to develop a 
modern city while preserving the history 
and heritage in its current state,” said 
the ambassador. The vision of Crown 
Prince Mohammad to invest in solar and 
other forms of alternative energy and to 
reduce oil dependence clearly shows his 
commitment to contribute to the global 
climate change efforts. Realizing the 
importance of reform in society, Crown 
Prince Mohammad has, over these years, 
brought several changes and reforms in 
the Kingdom. These reforms and changes 
have inspired the vibrant and energetic 
youths of this country, the backbone of 
the Kingdom for the 21st century. Some 
prestigious projects like the Riyadh 
Metro are sure to make a tremendous 
contribution not only to the transportation 
sector but also in generating thousands of 
jobs in the country.

He said that “I am happy to admit that 
I have worked very closely with Saudi 
officials on matters of bilateral interest. 
I always find them friendly, helpful and 
they have a full sense of understanding 
of the issues of migrant workers.” This 
understanding has always been helpful 
to solve problems. “I will try to explore 
more of the Kingdom in the coming 
days, and I am sure I will gather a lot of 
takeaways, memories, and experiences 
before I leave the Kingdom for good,” 
the envoy added.

The ancient city of Patanin, 
Kathmandu valley, Nepal.



64
The Diplomat 76
December 2020

Dr. Khalid Al-Ali
Prince Saud Al Faisal Institute 

for Diplomatic Studies

SAUDI ARABIA 
COMMITTED TO 

ARAB PEACE  PLAN

Article

The foreign policy of any country must be directly subject and responsive 
to regional and international situations during challenging periods. The 
country is expected to deal with these adversities in a balanced manner, 

abiding by a framework of wisdom and ensuring awareness of all causes and 
effects. Many diplomats and those interested in international affairs point out that 
foreign policy enablers and diplomatic issues are only proficient in dealing with 
those who have sufficient experience and ability to harmonize with the variables 
of circumstances and parties to the international and regional political arena.

 Saudi Arabia’s influential capabilities make it a leading country in the 
international arena, so Saudi leadership puts this position among its practical 
considerations to activate its regional and international relations. Indeed, this is 
what King Salman has adopted concerning the interaction with the Palestinian 
issue, especially since exceptional conditions and a multitude of changes were 
ravaging the Middle East in general and the Arab world in particular.

This Saudi stance in support of the Palestinian cause was not a spur of the moment 
decision, and it did not come as an emotional and undisciplined reaction, but it 
reflects, in fact, one of the historical constants of the Saudi foreign policy. Saudi 
support has therefore consistently affirmed the Kingdom’s unwavering position in 
favor of the historic rights of the Palestinian people in their homeland. Moreover, 
Riyadh rejects the political outbidding of its firm stances on the Palestinian issue. 
King Salman, for instance, had called the meetings of the 2019 Arab Summit in 
Dhahran, the “Alquds Summit”, and stressed the need for the world to know that 
Palestine and its people are in the conscience of Arabs and Muslims. 

Despite the regional and international risks and difficulties facing the 
Palestinian issue, Saudi-Palestinian relations have remained firm and strong. The 
Saudi position has consistently warned of the continued absence of a just and 
comprehensive solution to the Palestinian issue, and the failure to find practical 
treatment of the roots and real causes that led to the creation of this tragedy for 
the Palestinian people.

On many occasions, King Salman has stressed the Kingdom’s firm viewpoint in 
support of the Palestinian cause based on the Arab Peace Initiative to resolve the 
Palestinian issue. King Salman’s revelations are an extension of Saudi Arabia’s 
continued policy of standing with the brothers in Palestine.

Saudi Arabia adopts an objective approach that is consistent with the Palestinian 
vision regarding a solution to the Palestinian issue and does not claim that it will 
impose any solution apart from the Palestinian national authority represented by 
the current Palestinian leadership.

Therefore, concerning the recent developments in the Palestinian issue, it is a 
fact that Saudi Arabia remains dedicated to peace and security based on the Arab 
Peace Initiative, which states that normalization with Israel will only come as part 
of a broader agreement for the establishment of a Palestinian state. The Arab Peace 
Initiative is a comprehensive peace plan that calls for an end to the conflict between 
Israel and the Palestinians, the normalization of relations between Israel and the 
Arab world as a whole in exchange for an Israeli withdrawal from the territories 
Israel gained during 1967, the empowerment of the Palestinians to establish their 
independent state on the 1967 borders and a “just settlement” of the Palestinian 
refugee issue.

The Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal Bin Farhan said that peace must be 
achieved with the Palestinians based on the Arab Peace Initiative for any alteration 
in relations. Once that is achieved all things are possible. He further added that 
“when we sponsored the Arab Peace Plan in 2002, we fully envisioned that there 
would eventually be relations between all Arab states, including Saudi Arabia, 
and Israel if the conditions are met. Saudi Arabia’s commitment to stability 
as a strategic option, based on the Arab Peace Plan and relevant international 
resolutions, enables the Palestinian people to establish their state with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. Saudi Arabia drew up the Arab Peace Initiative in 2002, 
in which Arab nations offered Israel normalized ties in return for a statehood deal 
with the Palestinians and full Israeli withdrawal from territory captured in 1967.

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Adel Aljubeir also reaffirmed the need for 
the Arab Peace Plan and said that “peace must be achieved with the Palestinians” 
on the basis of international agreements as a condition for any normalization of 
relations with Israel. “Once that is achieved all things are possible”. 

Finally, many Arab sources indicated that the normalization agreement is 
completely inconsistent with the Arab Peace Initiative, which Saudi Arabia 
continues to adhere to as a basis for establishing peace between the Palestinians 
and Israelis, ending the Arab-Israeli conflict, and establishing normal relations 
between the Arab countries and Israel. And, when conditions are met, and the 
atmosphere becomes appropriate, Riyadh has the courage to state its position.


